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Lucky takes a leap—soston Celtics mascot 


Lucky the Leprechaun jumps over NECC student Brian Firth 
and throws down a slam dunk during his recent show at 
Northern Essex. See story, page 9. 


College serves 


Gaullaudet Center a 
resource for area's 
hearing impaired 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Features Editor 


Northern Essex has always had a 
very diverse student body, ranging 
from Latino students to African- 
American students, students who 
came from all over the world, and 
students who speak many languages 
or sign their language. 

A culture that is not often dis- 
cussed in our everyday lives, but is 
very much apart of our everyday 
community is the deaf culture. 

The NECC student body has 
roughly 30 deaf students. The col- 
lege offers many programs and 
accommodations for the deaf com- 


munity here on campus to help make 
their learning process a little easier 
and to help those who want to get 
involved working within the deaf 
community a chance to do so. 

Along with students, there are 
also deaf teachers who work on cam- 
pus and teach deaf students. 

Elaine Glennon has been teach- 
ing at NECC for 18 years as the 
director of the English Cluster 
Program, which helps deaf and hard 
of hearing students strengthen their 
writing, reading and English skills to 
prepare them for future academic 
work. 

Glennon was awarded the title 
“Woman of the Year” in May 2003 
for her outstanding dedication to her 
students. She has also received a 
1999 Lifetime Achievement Award 
from the Mass. State Association of 
the Deaf for her devotion to the deaf 
students within the state. 


“Everybody loves Elaine 
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_ An introduction to the 
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column 
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Sports 


The Patriots win their 
second Super Bowl in 
three years 


Job training debate 


Doubts expressed 
about high tech 


future 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


The increase in job training and 
technology at NECC has led many 
employees to question the place that 
liberal arts still holds in the college. 

This debate comes in the wake of 
President Bush announcing a grant to 
community colleges that would go 
towards job training. 

“Northern Essex’s reputation 
does not come from the job training 
section,” said NECC professor Carol 
Barron, chair of the Liberal arts revi- 
talization committee. “It is from the 
excellent liberal arts program.” 

Barron and other members of the 
NECC faculty said they feel the col- 
lege’s focus is leaving the liberal arts 
and is beginning to go more towards 
job training and technology. 

Professor Jorge Santiago also 


added that he felt the college is mov- 
ing away from the traditional college 
student and moving towards job 


training for businesses that pay the, 


college to train their workers. | 


NECC President David Hartleb 
said, however, he does not believe 
that the college is giving any spegial 
attention to “workforce develop- 
ment” or technology. / 

While Barron did say the liberal 
arts program at NECC is still doing 
well, she stated that the college has 
begun to put more of their money 
into technology and job training, and 
not enough into the liberal arts pro- 
gram. 

“Technology and job training 
will be obsolete in 10 years,” Barron 
added. “What will never be obsolete 
will be the human spirit and the need 
to write and think.” 

Barron said the biggest area that 
has been hit by the lack of funding 
for liberal arts is the number of pro- 
fessors who are employed by the col- 
lege. She expressed that since 1980, 
the number of full-time professors 
working in the liberal arts program 
has decreased by almost 50 percent, 


due to the college not replacing fac- 
ulty members who have retired or 
left for another reason. 

The lack of full-time professors 
leads to a reliance on part-time teach- 
ers, which tends to cause more prob- 
lems, Barron concluded. She stated 
that the reliance on part-time profes- 
sors is a problem because those 
employees often cannot or do not get 
involved in extracurricular activities 
and do not have the time to spend 
with students that full-time employ- 
ees do. 

This lack of professors affects 
the faculty because they are often 
forced to teach more classes with a 
larger number of students, which can 
cause teachers to get fatigued, said 
retired professor Phillip Sittnick. 

The larger number of students 
per class also hurts students because 
they lose out on the one-on-one help 
they would receive from a smaller 
class. 

Barron also said the lack of fund- 
ing and professors has hurt class 
availability. She stated that in the 


See Goal, page 8 


iverse deaf community 


> 


Glennon,” said Donna Costello, an 
interpreter who works in the inter- 
preter services department. “We 
can’t speak enough of her, she’s a 
doll.” 

Gricelia Adorno is a deaf student 
at NECC who takes part in the many 
activities and courses on campus 
designed for deaf and hard of hearing 
students. 

One of the programs she is 
involved in is the American Sign 
Language Club, ASL. ASL Club 
promotes the understanding of ASL 
and the deaf culture at NECC. The 
club increases the awareness and 
knowledge of the deaf community. 

Adorno, 23, has been at NECC 
for three years and has had good 
experience at this school with the 
many accommodations NECC has to 
offer her. 


See Deaf, page 10 
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NECC student Gricelia Adormo talks to Sherrie Carroll of the 
Gallaudet Center using sign language. 
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A celebration for 
NECC’s diversity 


The NECC Observer is proud to 
present for the first time a column 
written entirely in Spanish. 

We are thrilled to introduce staff 
columnist Felicia Padilla, a bilingual 
journalism student here at Northern 
Essex who will 
be writing this column, and will 
address events and hot topics around 
NECC. 

One of the most fascinating 
aspects of this column is it will not 
only be in Spanish, but also translat- 
ed into English so that all readers can 
enjoy the topic in their first language. 

This is a credit to Felicia, who is 
willing and able to write a quality 
column in two different languages. 

The idea for this column came 
from a very simple source that any- 
one can see, the diversity of this 
school. 

NECC is not a college where an 
English-only paper properly symbol- 
izes the college and many would 
comment the college’s diversity is 
one of its best aspects. 

Whether or not enough money is 
being given to the liberal arts pro- 
gram, there is no disputing that the 
college embraces its diversity. 

The college has many events to 
celebrate ethnic diversity, including 
a Chinese New Year celebration, and 
has a number of programs that aid 
minorities. 

But NECC’s diversity does not 


stop at race. 

The college has reached out peo- 
ple with a number of disabilities, 
many financial back- 
grounds. 

A great experience is for those 
who attended the “richer” 
and were made to feel like the “poor 
kid.” These students enjoy being able 
to find people who have met the 
same obstacles they have, just as two 
people of the same religious back- 
ground would be. 

One of the biggest areas of diver- 
sity at NECC is the “nontraditional 
student.” That term refers to some- 
one who is not of the traditional col- 
lege age, which is roughly under 25. 

NECC has people of all ages 
attending the school, from high 
school seniors to senior citizens. 

Also noted in this issue is the 
many actions college takes to help 
students who are hearing impaired. 

But it isn’t just what the college 
does, it’s what the students do. 

To all accounts, students embrace 
the diversity of the college and the 
many different people they take 
classes with. It is very rare to see 
anyone be made an outcast for any 
reason, whether it be race, religion or 
age. 

It is not uncommon to walk 
around the campus and see a 50-year- 
old talk about class with a 20-year 
old. That is something most students 
at other colleges don’t get a chance to 
experience. 

While a Spanish language col- 
umn is only a small effort, it shows 
what NECC is really about. 


ages and 


school, 


Roaming Reporter 


What do you think of John 
Kerry’s miraculous comeback? 


The award-winning student newspaper 
of Northern Essex Community College 


2003 Pacemaker Finalist 
Associated Collegiate Press 


Esdras Sabino, Electronics 
“I’m not a citizen, so my vote 
doesn’t count.” 


Peg Haskel, Bookstore 
“I’m a Republican.” 


Nathan Bourque, General Studies 

“I don’t think he had a miraculous 
gain. He was always my choice. | 
like Kerry and I’m voting for Kerry.” 


2002 Gold Medalist 
Columbia Scholastic Press Association 
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Rafael Revi, Computer Science 
“I’m not familiar with John Kerry or 
politics.” 


Marie McDonnell, co-director 

of Learning Accomodations Center 
“It’s nice to see our senator from 
Massachusetts doing well. It gives 
us home state pride.” 


Michele Forlizzi, manager of 
Supported Education Services 
“I’m encouraged for Democratic 
voters. I think he is honest and 
sincere and wants to make a 
difference.” 
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Why do part-time sports fan take 
over at least until the game is over? 
FEE Sk lL UE 


It's good to have hometown pride, 
but there is no need to pretend to be 
a sports fan for a few weeks. 


How the non-sports 
fan turns into the 
part-time sports fan 


By KELLY FITZGERALD 
Opinion Editor 


Does it 
% bother anyone 
else that when- 
ever a home- 
town team 
makes it to the 
playoffs or far- 

: ther, suddenly 

Bg Z all these new 
Alte fans emerge? 
Jerseys, t-shirts, hats and anything 
with the team logo goes flying off the 
shelves like it’s Christmas. 

These new fans are all so proud 
of their team and they display the 
team colors wherever they go. 
Suddenly the team, for example the 
Patriots, becomes a “we.” What I 
mean is, these fans watch the games 
asking, “How are we doing? Did we 
score?” But ask them to name some 
of the players, other than Tom Brady 
and see how they do. Ask these part- 
time fans how many points a touch- 
down counts for, or a field goal? 


1 am definitely not a big sports 
fan, and [ don’t fall into this part-time 
fan category. | admit that each year | 
watch the Super Bowl, but | don’t 
really care about the game. I’ve 
always been more interested in the 
million-dollar commercials they 


show. But I can watch a football 
understand 


game and somewhat 
what’s going 
on. | won’t be 
scouting the 
stores out for 
my Brady jer- 
sey any time 
soon although. 

I think 
people — just 
want to be a 
part of some- 
thing. I can 
imagine that 
all season 
long, the non- 
sports fan 
complains 
about football 
always being 
on, They get 
angry when a 
long game pre-empts their favorite 
television shows. As the season goes 
on and the hometown team keeps 
winning, the non-fan suddenly feels 
left out of the water cooler chat on 
Monday mornings. 

The non-fan suddenly becomes 


the part-time fan. They watch a 
game and pretend to know all about 
the sport. Then they start to dress like 
no real fan would ever dress, except 
for those crazy people occasionally 
seen at games. Covered from head to 
toe in team gear, finally they are part 
of something, but they still have no 
idea how the game is played or who 
plays it. 

Why 
do they do 
this? It’s 
good to 
have 
hometown 
pride, but 
there is no 
need to 
pretend to 
be a sports 
fan for a 
fem ek- sw 
weeks. All 
the money 
these part- 
timers 
spend on 
team gear 
is wasted, 
because the day after the big game it 
is all shoved in the closet and forgot- 
ten about. 

Who out there has a Red Sox hat 
or a t-shirt they threw aside after they 
lost to the Yankees? Everyone and 
their mother went crazy when the 


NECC snow clean up is very 
unsafe for disabled students 


Dear Editor, 

I have been going to NECC for a 
while. I find the school keeps the 
campus grounds very well kept. But 
there is one problem, snow and ice. 

Last year, with all the snow we 
had, the walkways were very hard to 
navigate. Clearing the snow is very 
important to everyone, especially 
those with disabilities. I have a dis- 
ability and can tell you it is nearly 
impossible to walk along the path- 
ways and entrances to the buildings. 

The uneven plowing leaves ruts, 
hills, and gullings that can throw me 
or anyone off balance. It is very easy 
to slip, sprain your ankle, or even fall 
and break a bone. A number of stu- 
dents are in wheelchairs and some 
use crutches. Wheelchairs can barely 
get through the uneven sidewalk 


plowing. 

It is very easy to tip over when 
the sidewalks are not clear. They 
cannot see where snow ends and the 
ice begins, or where the grass was, 
leaving the door wide open for 
wheelchairs to get caught and tip 
over causing the occupant the possi- 
bility of getting hurt. 

What makes a wheelchair fall 
even more dangerous is that if the 
occupant is traveling alone, he or she 
could fall and not be able to get up. 
There are people walking around, but 
that does not mean there would be 
someone near by to help the wheel- 
chair occupant. 

The wheelchair ramp behind C 
building is very poorly maintained. I 
have seen one person almost being 
tossed out of her wheelchair a num- 


Lawrence lacks 
NECC publications 


Dear Editor, 


I am an English faculty member 
here at NECC, and I mostly teach on 
the Lawrence campus. I am an avid 
reader of the Observer—it keeps me 
informed about the important issues, 
and of Parnassus, the beautiful stu- 
dent literary magazine. 

I’ve been teaching here for two 
years and I’ve noticed that the 
Lawrence campus is always short on 
copies of these publications. 
Sometimes the Observer doesn’t get 
here at all. There are no copies of 


Parnassus to be found in sight. Where 
are they? 

How can we get them, more of 
them, and more often? I want to share 
them with my students without hav- 
ing to drive to Haverhill to pick up 
extra copies! Please help! 


Melina Draper 
English Department 


Editor's Note: The Observer is 
delivered to the Lawrence campus on 
a consistent basis, but we are happy 
to increase the amount. -ED 


ber of times trying to get over the 
snow. The amount of snow there is 
may not seem like much to an able 
bodied person, but a huge problem to 
someone in a chair. 

I know it is difficult to keep up 
with snow when it is still falling, but 
when it has stopped, there is no rea- 
son the clearing should be so sloppy. 

The safety of students and facili- 
ty should be number one. After all, 
you can’t tell what’s under a layer of 
snow: ice or pavement. 

Somethings you can live with 
and somethings could be better. I 
think this is one thing that could be 
improved. After all, safety is to 
everyone’s benefit. 


Michelle Carrol 
NECC Student 


The Obser ver welcomes 
letters from our readers. 


Send email to: 
observer@necc.mass.edu 
Or drop off letters: 
Observer newsroom, F-129, 
Behrakis Student Center 


Letters must be signed and should 
provide a phone number 
or email contact information 


for verification. 


Red Sox.almost broke the curse and 
made it to the World Series. You 
couldn’t go anywhere without some- 
one talking about the Sox. 

I can remember sitting in a 
restaurant with a few part-time fans 
as they cheered for the game on a 
nearby television. They’d hoot and 
holler, waving their brand new Red 
Sox hats above their head and then 
ask, “What just happened? Who was 
that?” Suddenly, | was pretty embar- 
rassed to be sitting there. Not only 
did they not know who the players 
were, but they didn’t know how 
baseball was played. 

Come on America is baseball 
and apple pie, remember? 

The people who suffer are the 
true fans. The fans that watch their 
teams every week, after a win or loss. 
The true fans want to show their sup- 
port too. They go out to get their 
team gear and nothing is left but 
extra large t-shirts that everyone 
stepped on, and the jerseys of the 
lesser-known players. 


The perfect example is a friend 
of mine wanting to get a jersey for 
herself and her boyfriend, both true 
die hard fans. She cruises the mall 
and finds nothing but stuff that’s too 
big or picked over and destroyed. 
Nearby, she overhears a couple of 
obvious part-time fans, looking for 
their Brady jerseys ask, “Who the 
heck is Bruschi?” 

The only reason | know who 
Bruschi is is because she told me. 
But again, I’m not saying I’m a big 
fan, or even a fan at all. It’s just 
makes me laugh at how these people 
make a big thing about the winning 
hometown team, but the real fans 
know that if the Colts had won, it 
would be a whole other story. The 
part-timers would have stayed away 
for another year. 

Now that the Patriots are Super 
Bowl champs the part-timers might 
stick around longer than usual. 


Observer takes on 
another language 


By FELICIA PADILLA 
Staff Columnist 


Another semester has begun at 
Northern Essex Community College 
and the NECC Observer has a new 
column that will be in English and 
Spanish. 

This column will cover news, 
entertainment and any events at the 
college. 

Hi, my name is Felicia Padilla. 
I’m very glad to present my new 
column. Since many Spanish-speak- 
ing students come to NECC to study 
English or to pursue a career. It is 
very important for Latinos to have 
this column. 

In 1997, I started to study 
English the same as many Hispanic 
people who come to this country. I 
am proud because I can communi- 
cate directly with the Hispanic com- 
munity and those who are interest- 
ed. 

I like everything that has to do 
with media. In my free time, | like to 
write and read, and I like social 
activities where I can meet new peo- 
ple. 

Working at the NECC Observer 
will be a challenge for me and I will 
try to put all of my efforts into mak- 
ing this column enjoyable for you. 

If you have any comments or 
questions regarding this column just 
email observer@necc.mass.edu 


Un nuevo semestre ha comenza- 
do en Northern Essex Community 
College, y en este semestre NECC 
Observer le otorgara una columna; la 
cual sera en inglés y en espafiol. La 


columna le ofreCera noticias, 
entretenimientos, y eventos. 

Hola! Mi nombre es Felicia 
Padilla, es un orgullo para mi poder 
presentarle el inicio de esta columna 
en inglés y en espafiol, ya que 
muchos hispanos ingresan para estu- 
diar inglés o comenzar una carrera. 

En el 1997 yo ingresé a Northern 
Essex Community College para estu- 
diar inglés, igual que muchos his- 
panos quienes vienen a este pais. Yo 
estoy mas que orgullosa de poder 
dirigirme directamente a la comu- 
nidad hispana y a todas las personas 
que les pueda interesar. Es un reto 
para mi, poner mi mayor esfuerzo 
para complacer sus expectativas en 
este semestre en NECC Observer. 

Me gusta la comunicacién y en los 
momentos libres me encanta escribir; 
tambien me encantan las activitidades 
sociales en que pueda interrelacion- 
arme con nuevas personas. 

Si usted tiene algunas preguntas, 
comentarios 0 sugerencias acerca de 
esta columna, mande un email, or 
correo electronico a 
observer@necc.mass.edu . 


Page 4 NECC Observer 


Feb. 4, 2004 


Is the Atkins diet really a miracle ? 


= ——_¢ 6 


‘Carbohydrate’ seems to have become 
a dirty word these days, and the Atkins 


Some thoughts on 
the highly popular, 
no carbohydrate 
Atkins Diet 


By EMILY DIGNAN 
Contributing Reporter 


If you’ve 
* been in a gro- 
cery store lately, 
you’ ve probably 
noticed the 
plethora of low- 
carb items that 
are invading the 
shelves. 

If you’ve watched television 
lately, you’ve certainly seen com- 
mercials for restaurants luring their 
dieting customers, boasting of carb- 
free entrees and desserts. 

“Carbohydrate” seems to have 
become a dirty word these days, and 
the Atkins diet is to thank. 

The basic concept of the Atkins 
Diet is that if the dieter eliminates or 
drastically reduces his or her carbo- 
hydrate intake, the body will in turn 
burn excess fat in place of the carbs 
that would otherwise be constantly 
coming into the body. This is report- 
edly a quick and easy way to lose 
weight. 

Atkins.com, the diet’s official 
web-page, promises the diet will help 
the dieter to “control your weight, re- 
energize yourself, and build the foun- 
dation for a healthier life.” 

This diet sounds promising, and 
with friends and neighbors visibly 
dropping sizes all around us, it is dif- 
ficult to question its effectiveness. 

However, what are the risks of 
making such a drastic change in 
one’s diet? 

The nutritional food guide pyra- 


Why 


By Mark DEMEO 
Contributing Reporter 


When | 
read that 
“Batboy” led 


the troops into 
Saddam 
Hussein’s hid- 
ing place | 
thought, 
“Finally, the 
military found 

; someone who 
can do the job right.” I was very 
upset they weren't going to broadcast 
the awarding of the Bronze Star to 
him by President George W. Bush, as 
was advertised on the cover of 
Weekly World News. 

Much of journalism is 
rejected by the general public in the 
United States and sometimes one 
doesn’t have to wonder why. But 
news sources considered credible 
and reliable within the world of jour- 
nalism are also ignored as propagan- 
da and phony by both blue and white 
collar America. Students here at 
Northern Essex Community College 
apparently aren’t any different. After 
interviews with several NECC stu- 
dents my notepad was nearly without 


mid (though dated and recently re- 
arranged) recommends that carbohy- 
drates build the foundation of a diet. 
Without that foundation, how can 
one maintain a healthy diet? 

Admittedly, the concept of a 
lower-carb diet seems right on target. 
Americans take in an immense 
amount of carbohydrates every day, 
especially simple ones found in 
white bread, rice, and refined sugars. 
This quickly turns into glucose and is 
stored as fat in the body. After, it 
burns the minimal amount that it 
actually needs to function; ultimately 
leading to obesity. A general lack of 
exercise also contributes. 

Our bodies were simply not 
designed for such a diet, as our 
ancestors forged and relied mainly 
on plants, roots, nuts, and wild game. 

But dietary fibers, often found in 
vegetables, sugary fruits and whole 
grains, are absolutely necessary to a 
healthy diet. They maintain digestion 
and blood-sugar levels in the body. A 
carb-free diet has no place for these 
important molecules, but a diet sim- 
ply limited in carbs could allow for 
them. 

Dr. Noemi Custodia-Lora, a pro- 
fessor of human health and nutrition 
here at Northern Essex, brings up 
another risk of such a diet. 

“The main problem is the forma- 
tion of ketone bodies from the break- 
down of proteins. The build up of 
ketone bodies may cause blood aci- 
dosis which could cause serious 
health problems such as kidney tubu- 
lar acidosis,” she warns. “I would not 
recommend this diet to a person with 
liver or kidney problems or diabetes 
due to the build up of ketone bodies 
and uric acid.” 

Though the Atkins diet may be 
healthy and effective if carried out as 
instructed by Dr. Atkins himself, 
most low-carb diets deviate tremen- 
dously from Dr. Atkins, plan. 

Any diet with reported success 
becomes sensationalized and over- 


simplified by the media and the unin- 
formed masses, causing the perver- 
sion of a healthy and effective idea. 
Rather than replacing their simple 
sugary foods and pasta with vegeta- 
bles and whole grains, dieters scour 
supermarkets in search of low-carb 
ice cream and low-carb bread. 
Orange juice sales have dropped 
drastically due to the popularity of 
the new diet, and butcheries report of 
their recent success. 

Many see the diet as the opportu- 
nity to gluttonize themselves on fatty 
meats and cheeses, building up their 
reserves of cholesterol and saturated 
fat to the point of heart failure, or 
develop cases of gout (a form of 
arthritis that occurs as a result of the 
build-up of uric acid in the body and 
the joint fluid). 

Scientists have recently unveiled 
what is referred to as a “low-carb 
egg,” to fit the needs of dieters. Most 
seem unconcerned about 
the hormones and chemi- 
cals that must have been 
involved in that egg’s cre- 
ation, but greedily sniff 
out any food item that 
bears the label “low- 
carb.” It seems to have 
become more of a mar- 
keting ploy than a sign of 
true nutrition in a prod- 
uct. 

In conclusion, criti- 
cism belongs not to the 
creators of the Atkins diet 
themselves, as _ they 
attempted to point out the 
way American diets 
should be, but to the 
many who are so 
obsessed with image and 
weight loss that they are 
maniacally driven 
towards any diet that may 
or may not work for 
them. 

The real problem lies 
in American diets in gen- 


diet is to thank. 


eral. 

If we were wise and educated 
about what we actually put into our 
bodies, and learned how to balance 
and discipline ourselves, low-carb 
diets would not be necessary. Our 
diets would already be low in simple 
carbs, and exercise would burn the 
carbs that are taken in, keeping the 
body in check. 

Those who may have been in the 
dark about the basics of nutrition 


before their excess weight led them 
to self-education through a diet rep- 
resent a small fraction of dieters who 
receive the positive message of the 
low-carb diet. These few are 
undoubtedly rewarded with the gift 
of knowing how to listen to their 
bodies and eat to feel good. But the 
day everyone does that is the day I'll 
ingest a genetically engineered, low- 
carb “egg” or a loaf of carb-free 
bread. 


Books. Snacks 


and More... 


Atkins.com photo 


e public hates the media 


a positive comment about print or TV 
media. 

When asked if they trust media in 
any form, all interviewees replied 
“no” with reasons ranging from “they 
don’t tell the truth” to “it seems to be 
all opinion” or even “it’s biased 
towards political views.” One stu- 
dent isolated local press as being 
especially bad because of incorrect 
information being regularly printed. 

One student interviewed, 
Brittany Flickinger, doesn’t trust 
media because, “You never know if 
they’re telling the truth; they’re prob- 
ably not.” She blames reading false- 
ly printed information and over- 
drawn stories that were more elabo- 
rate than necessary as primary factors 
in her conclusions. 

Another student, “Mark F,” 
doesn’t trust media because he feels 
it’s “Objective is to make money and 
entertaining things to read, also the 
information isn’t always accurate and 
precise.” Besides that, the press 
appears to be all opinion rather than 
factual to him. 

Ryan Thomas told me he 
doesn’t trust media. “It’s biased 
towards political views,” he said cit- 
ing Fox’s tendency to hold a 
Republican slant as opposed to 
CNN’s _ tendenc: to appear 


Democratic. In print he felt the 
information was more trustworthy 
but still significantly biased. When 
comparing two news stations or 
newspapers he said “one will slam 
George W. Bush, one will promote 
George W. Bush.” Thomas also feels 
corporate sponsors 
make a bad situation 
worse in the industry. 


the public. Without its readers and 
viewers it doesn’t exist. Media has 
always played a key role in democra- 
cy. It provides information to the 
public’ so the people are aware of 
what’s really happening so they may 
retain power over their government. 


—_——_—___¢o-——-—— 


“democracy is still in media, but it 
(media) will never be fact,” and 
“media has a lot of facts and a lot 
based on opinion, and that is democ- 
racy.” 

Although people feel they are 
getting slanted stories or only pieces 
of the whole, 
they are well 
informed of the 


These and ~—- You never know if they’re telling the '2Ppenines_ on 
other concerns about the the national 
media are not far truth; they’re probably not. level, This 
fetched. It’s very easy makes me curi- 


to understand the wor- 
ries. In a rush to trans- 
mit breaking news to the 
public, prematurely 
printed information 
sometimes has some of the facts 
wrong and sensationalist tabloids 
printing obviously false stories create 
skepticism. Watching Fox news’ 
images of tanks rolling through 
Iraq’s deserts without any resistance, 
and then watching CNN’s images of 
a desert littered with exploded Iraqi 
infantry while the tanks were crawl- 
ing or even stopped portray both the 
side of the war Bush’s supporters 
want you to see and what his opposi- 
tion wants publicized. 

The media has a goal to 
provide accurate and current news to 


~. 


—Brittany Flickinger 


But much of media seems to have 
become too focused on powerful 
images and exaggerated stories leav- 
ing the public feeling alienated from 
the truth. It just adds to the mistrust 
when one news source is able to find 
more details than another because it 
incriminates another source to seem 
like it’s protecting something; when 
in reality your just getting more of 
the story. 

When asked whether 
media still holds its role in-democra- 
cy I was told things like “the media is 
told what to say about democracy,” 


ous to whether 
the public is the 
one with the 
strong opinions 
and they slant 
the media. More than once I’ve seen 
two people interpret one situation in 
completely different ways, but man- 
age to get the facts right. People also 
seem to get territorial about what 
news source they use, which may 
contribute their dislikes for other 
sources as a whole. 

If you haven’t found a single 
source you trust at all yet, try major 
metropolitan print if the evening 
news is too flashy or National Public 
Radio (NPR) if print is overly time 
consuming. But that’s just my opin- 
ion. 
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Tuition waiver just 
for living in Mass. 


The Massachusetts 
Cash Grant Program 


Going to college can be a scary 
thing when viewing the tuition costs. 
An average student applying for 
financial aid almost seems like a lost 
cause. The government is pretty tight 
with money and it seems like they 
don’t just give it to the average per- 
son. However there are many grants 
and tuition waivers available that 
most students may not be aware of. 

I am a single 24- year-old with 
no children, a full time job, a car pay- 
ment, and a cell phone bill. I applied 
for the regular financial aid and was 
denied because I supposedly make 
too much money. 

Realizing free money won’t be 
coming my way, I go for the old 
stand by, the student loan. I fill out 
my loan application and imagine the 
years of debt dancing in my head. 

But I figure an education is worth 
it. | don’t want to be working at Wal- 
Mart until I die. I hand in the appli- 
cation, and feel the debt attach itself 
to my ankle like a ball and chain. As 
I sit with the financial aid clerk I wait 
impatiently as she looks through my 
paperwork. Instead of processing the 
application, I am told that my tuition 
is all paid for and | will be reim- 

- bursed for the previous semester. 

After I get over the initial shock I 
find out that the Massachusetts Cash 
Grant Program is paying for my 
tuition. According to the Web site of 
the Massachusetts Office of 
Financial Assistance, “The Cash 
Grant Program is designed to assist 
needy students in meeting institution- 


ally held charges such as mandatory 
fees and non-state supported tuition.” 

“The Cash Grant is designed for 
the purpose of providing financial 
support to those individuals who 
would be denied the opportunity for 
higher education, without such assis- 
tance.” 

Basically, as the financial aid 
clerk told me, “This is one of the 
perks to living in Massachusetts.” 

All tuition and fees are com- 
pletely paid for, and all that is left is 
paying for books. The two or three 
hundred dollars spent on books now 
doesn’t seem so bad when there are 
no thousand dollar tuition bills to fol- 
low. 

Some of the requirements for eli- 
gibility are; all applicants must be a 
permanent legal resident of 
Massachusetts for at least one year 
prior to the start of the academic year 
when the grant is awarded, be a 
United States citizen or legal non-cit- 
izen, and be enrolled in at least three 
undergraduate credits per semester in 
an eligible program. 

The rest of the eligibility require- 
ments and how to apply are available 
on the OFSA_ Web _ site, 
www.ofsa.mass.edu. If the 
Massachusetts Cash Grant isn’t right 
for a certain student, the OFSA pro- 
vides links to other financial aid pro- 
grams in Massachusetts. 

Scholarships, grants, tuition 
waivers, and loans are broken up into 
sections with links providing infor- 
mation on the each program available 
in Massachusetts. 

Financial aid seems possible for 
anyone; even the average student if 
they are willing to do a little digging 
and see what kind of money is avail- 
able. 


STUDENT JOB 


OPPORTUNITY $8.00/hr. 


It will really cost you 


How much the 
NECC bookstore 
overcharges 


The NECC Bookstore has 
proven to be a siphon securely 
fastened to students’ wallets. 
Inflated price tags can be found 
on most textbooks causing stu- 
dents to dish out more money for 
yet another hefty 
fee. But unlike 
the other manda- 
tory fees, this 
one carries the 
potential for a 
significant price 
reduction, by 
way of the wallets. 
Internet and 
some good old 
fashion bargain 
hunting. 

Web sites such as 
amazon.com, lycos.com and 
bookbyte.com all offer a vast 
selection of new and used text- 
books that often end up costing 
less, even with shipping charges 
tacked on. For even better, more 
wallet friendly bargains on used 
textbooks try searching ebay.com 
and half.com, both of these Web 
sites have a large selection to 
choose from that will cost only a 


Make your NECC experience even better by 
participating in the Alumni Phonathon! 


- Raise Dollars for Scholars - 


When: 


March 2, 3, 4 
April 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, 15 


Time: 5:30 PM till 8:30 PM 


Where: NECC Haverhill Campus 


Dinner included 


Contact: 


The Alumni Office 
Room A301, Bentley Library 


978-556-3621 or email: alumni@necc.mass.edu 


fraction of what the bookstore is 
charging. 

For example the textbook, 
“Introduction to Psychology: 
Gateways to Mind and Behavior” 
wears a price tag of $91.35 for a 
shrink wrapped new copy and 
$74 for a used copy at the NECC 
Bookstore. Amazon.com has the 
same text bearing a price tag of 
$69.99 for a shrink-wrapped new 
copy, and $65.50 for a used copy. 
Half.com also carries this text, 
but is charging $65 for a shrink- 
wrapped new copy and $64.99 
for a used copy. Last but not least 


SS Sy SL 


The NECC bookstore has proven to be a 
siphon securely fastened to students’ 


the ultimate bargain was found 
on Ebay.com the same text 
shrink-wrapped and brand new 
was practically being given away 
for the low, low price $25. 


According to MASSPIRG, a 
public interest group, students 
could potentially be spending up 
to $900 on textbooks in 2003-04, 
and textbook publishers are part- 
ly to blame for the continuous 


price increase. Practices such as 
frequently updating already cur- 
rent editions of textbooks or 
shrink-wrapping books with CD- 
ROMS with additional learning 
materials are only two of the 
many ways MASSPIRG has 
reported how publishers are able 
to drive prices sky high. 

The textbook publishing 
industry is only one of the factors 
in the price inflation equation at 
the NECC Bookstore. Operating 
as a small division of Barnes and 
Noble, the NECC Bookstore has 
little or no affiliation to NECC, 
rendering 
the book- 
store man- 
a) ¢ Jeerr. 
BorayeaD 
Johnson, 
Cult heer 
unable or 
unwilling 
to answer 
my ques- 
ter OPN GSe- 
Johnson 
said he has been instructed by his 
Barnes and Noble superiors to 
direct any media inquiries to the 
home office, so they can be dealt 
with directly. 

After making 
attempts to contact a member of 
the Barnes and Noble Corporate 
staff, my questions regarding 
pricing methods and ordering 
procedure remain unanswered 
and an ongoing mystery. 


several 


Succeed @ 


SIMMONS | 


Simmons welcomes adult women 
23 years of age and older. 


If you dream of being an author, artist, 


educator, entrepreneur, filmmaker, 
health professional, lawyer, legislator, 
or scientist, Simmons can help you 
build a successful career and 


meaningful life. 


Choose from nearly 40 majors and 
programs, including communications, 
computer science, East Asian Studies, 
education, management, modern 
languages, nursing, psychology, and 


many more. 


To learn how you can earn your 
undergraduate degree, contact the 
Office of Undergraduate Admission. 


Simmons College 


OFice of Undergraduate Admission 


2700 The Fenway 


Bastan, Massachusetts 02915-5898 


687.521.2051 

800.345 .hg63 
ugadmg@simmons.edu 
www.sirmmons edu 
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By DUSTIN GRAY 
Style Editor 


Hoping to clench the majority 
vote in N.H, presidential candidate 
John Kerry held a rally on Mon. 
night, Jan. 26 at Salem High School. 
lhe cafeteria filled slowly but surely 
with Kerry supporters from every 
imaginable background, including the 
National Firefighters Association and 
several VF W members. 

Huge banners, balloons and pro- 
motional posters hung on every inch 
of every wall, making for a very patri- 
otic setting. This final effort provided 
extraordinary results when he came 
out on top of the New Hampshire pri- 
mary. Kerry had a 12 percent lead 
over Howard Dean, who came in sec- 
ond place over Wesley Clark and 
John Edwards. 

Despite the fact that during the 
entire week before this event Kerry 
was leading in the polls, he said in the 
later half of his speech, “Don’t 
believe the polls.” 

This may come as a shock to 
many voters, but Kerry said he 
believes voting day itself will be the 
single most important element in his 
campaign to be elected president. 
However, his opponents may consid- 
er this simply something good to say 
at a speech the night before the state’s 
primary elections. Kerry definitely 
got the crowd motivated. 

According to his Web site, 
Kerry plans to make four years of col- 
lege as affordable for young 
Americans, in the future as high 
school is today. With a plan called the 
“College Opportunity Tax Credit” he 
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will give a credit for each year of col- 
lege on the first $4,000 paid in 
tuition. This tax credit will be refund- 
able for students in the 
income brackets. Kerry’s policy on 
higher education is: if 
Americans are motivated enough to 


lowest of 
young 


go to college, their country should 
invest in them. 

This is a huge claim to be made 
by a candidate, especially in light of 
the fact that within the year, 
NECC’s budget alone has been cut by 
over one million dollars. 

Our current president George W. 
Bush is planning to implement a pol- 
icy which will help college students 
in two ways. He plans to give more 
support to community colleges and 
increase the amount of funds avail- 
able in pell grants to students eligible 
for federal financial aid. This could 
be part of the reason Kerry is fighting 
to implement a comparable plan to 
the 


higher education 


last 


advance nation’s resources in 

By making statements such as 
“were going to send George Bush 
back to some would 
Kerry is jumping on the Democrat- 
style Bush-bashing bandwagon. 

However, that just seems to be the 
way to go these days in politics, espe- 
cially when you are the challenger vs. 
the champion. 

During the speech at Salem High 
School Kerry said, “George Bush has 
run the most inept foreign policy in 
the history of our country.” This was 
almost certainly the most leftist 
remark made by Kerry during the 
course of his speech. 

During the early years of 
his life, Kerry graduated from Yale 


Texas,” say 


Kerry visits N.H. 


and shortly thereafter joined the U.S. 
Navy as a gunboat officer during the 
Vietnam War. Among his decorations 
are: the Silver Star, the Bronze Star, 
and three awards of the Purple Heart. 
All of which he was awarded during 
his service in combat in Vietnam. 

This fact alone makes him a 
heavy contender for receiving a bast 
majority of veterans’ votes in the 
presidential election. During the rally, 
Kerry invited onto the stage almost 
half a dozen of his comrades in arms 
he has known since Vietnam. 

Many of Kerry’s stances on the 
issues match those of the other major 
Democratic candidates such as his 
contender, Howard Dean. 
Kerry feels that hunger for oil in the 
Middle East should not be a reason 
for uniformed soldiers to die in Iraq. 
Though many top political analysts 
agree that even if a Democrat is elect- 
ed president, pulling out of Iraq could 
make our country appear to be weak 
and bilateral in leadership. 

Kerry also has proposed a policy 
to give every American affordable 
health care benefits. This is definitely 
comparable to those made by his 
counterparts. 

Senator Kerry undeniably fits the 
mold of a Democratic candidate for 
the presidential election this year and 
is working hard to secure his seat in 
the White House. 

Will he succeed? Will he get the 
same level of support in overwhelm- 
ingly Republican states such as Texas 
and Utah as he has enjoyed in New 
Hampshire? 

At this point the only people with 
the power to make that decision is the 
voters. 


closest 


Dustin Gray photo 


Democratic presidential hopeful John Kerry speaks to a group 
in front of his “John Kerry for President” banner before the New 


Hampshire primaries. 


NECC looks for funds for theater 


Naming opportunities 
offered to donors as 
plan moves forward 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


Another step has been taken in 
the plan to convert Lecture Hall A in 
the Spurk building into the Chet 
Hawrylciw performance theater. 

The college had begun what 
NECC Director of Institutional 
Advancement Jean Poth referred to 
as a “capital campaign” to raise 
money for the new theater. 

While the job is still in the early 
stages, the college has a plan to con- 
vert the lecture space on the first 
floor of the C-Building into a full 
performance stage for the college, 
which would hold such events as per- 
formances by the Top Notch Players. 

The efforts to raise money for the 
plan, which is estimated to cost 
$500,000, got a big boost early on, 
according to Poth, when an anony- 
mous donor offered to double how- 
ever much money the college is able 
to raise. 

To raise the money, NECC will 


soon be asking students, 
employees, alumni and the 
general public for dona- 
tions to get up to at least 
$250,000. 

To attract larger dona- 
tions, the college will be 
offering a number of nam- 
ing opportunities, Poth 
said, 

For $250, a donor will 
have the chance to have 
one of the theater’s esti- 
mate 152 seats named in 
their honor. The seat will 
be complete with a plaque 
that says the name of the 
donor. 

Poth stated there are 
also more expensive nam- 
ing Opportunities, such as 
a dressing room for 
$10,000 and the perfor- 
mance stage for $35,000. 

The fundraising is 
necessary because the col- 
lege—unlike the technolo- 
gy center, which is being 
state-funded, and the reno- 
vations for the Student 


assisted—will 
fund the theater. 
Poth said it is not yet clear when 


privately 


Observer file photo 


The theater will be named for the late Chet Hawrylciw, 
Center, which will be state Tight, shown with NECC vice president and dean of aca- 
demic affairs Paul Bevilacqua. 


construction will start on the theater, 
but a 2005 starting date is the goal. 


This job will 
consist of a great 
deal of construc- 
tion, according to 
Poth, since Lecture 
Hall A is a small 
space and does not 
contain a stage area 
or enough seating. 

Currently, 
Lecture Hall A is 
used for such activ- 
ities as English 
Composition 
awards and for 
practice space for 
groups such as the 


music club. 
The new the- 
ater is set to be 


named after late 
NECC dean Chet 
Hawrylciw. 
Hawrylciw was 
a history and gov- 
ernment teacher at 
NECC for 32 years. 
He then became the 
dean of humanities 
at Northern Essex. 
According to 
Poth, Hawrylciw 
contributed many 


other things to the college, including 


the “College for Kids” children’s 
education program and was a popular 
speaker at the college’s life- long 
learning program. 

Poth also explained he was an 
advocate for the arts and believed 
students should have a chance to 
experience it. 

Hawrylciw passed away in 
August of 2002. 

Poth said NECC has been look- 
ing to build a new stage for a number 
of years. Many have stated that the 
current stage for the Top Notch 
Players is not acceptable, and the 
new technology center will no longer 
contain a stage, which it was origi- 
nally planned to have. 

The Chester W. Hawrylciw 
Theater Committee has been started 
to lead the charge for the theater, and 
consists of such NECC figures as 
Poth and chairperson Priscilla 
Bellairs. 

NECC employees will be able to 
make donations through paycheck 
reductions. 

Anyone interested in making a 
donation should contact Poth at 
jpoth@nece.mass.edu or (978) 556- 
3624. 


At 4 Le 
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The Boston Herald boxes that will soon make free newspapers 
available to students in the Spurk building. 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


Starting Mon. Feb. 2., free issues 
of the Boston Herald will be available 
at news racks on NECC’s Haverhill 
and Lawrence campuses. 

These papers will be available to 
all in Haverhill’s Spurk building as 
well as Lawrence’s Atrium building. 

“It’s a great opportunity for stu- 
dents to catch up on the world around 
them,” commented Dina Brown, 
NECC’s director of student activities 
who was contacted by the Herald 
about the complimentary program. “I 
felt it would be a worthwhile pro- 
gram.” 

With 150 incoming papers arriv- 
ing at NECC campuses daily, faculty 
hope the free program, corporately- 
sponsored by the Boston Herald 
College Readership program, will be 
of use to students. 

“It’s a very positive program with 
a positive cause, getting students to 
read,” said Nita Lamborghini, 
NECC’s assistant dean of college life 
and healthy living. 


Thanks to this program, NECC 
will receive advance funding from 
the organization. 

“The sponsor gives money in 
advance to us. If they decide not to 
continue to sponsor us, we have the 


Lamborghini. “The program we have 
now is unique because it is compli- 
mentary.” 

Another factor which led to the 
Globe’s removal from campuses was 
because it was not widely used by 


ability to decide NECC | stu- 
whether or not to é f dents. 
keep the program,” hla ize 
expressed Brown. Globe was 
Brown feels the ’ an used more by 
Herald’s presence It's a great ch ce for faculty than 
on campus will be students to catch Up students and 
based on_ student its expense 


feedback. 


on the world around 


wasn’t justi- 


“If more papers them fied,” said 
are needed for stu- 3 Brown. 
dents, we’ll order —Dina Brown Brown 
more. If none are concluded 
used, we'll order NECC will 
less,” stated Brown. support this 


An NECC student will deliver 
these papers and monitor the usage 
on each campus. 

In the past, the Boston Globe was 
available to NECC, but was costly 
and later canceled 

“Two years ago we had the Globe 
here but it was costly, students and 
faculty had to pay for issues,” added 


program as long as it remains inex- 
pensive. 

“We will continue this service as 
long as there is no charge to the col- 
lege or the students. Brown said. 


“We're going to see how students use 


it. 


NECC fitness center deals with mice 


Offices in Fitness 
Center catch six mice 
in two weeks 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


One of the worst nightmares of 
any homeowner has come true for 
many of the offices in the NECC 
Sports and Fitness Center. They have 
mice, 

Since Thanksgiving, a number of 
Northern Essex employees in the fit- 
ness center have been seeing signs of 
mice in their offices, and have caught 
some while at work. 

The first sightings occurred just 


after Thanksgiving break, when 
NECC athletic director Sue 


MacAvoy started to notice some 
damage which was done to her files. 
“I had mice in my office, 
MacAvoy said. “It chewed right 
through the tops of my files.” 

According to MacAvoy, at the 
time she kept hard candies in the 
same drawer as the files, mice 
chewed through the tops of the files 
while making their way to the candy. 

“I don’t keep any food in here 
anymore,’ MacAvoy said. 

While MacAvoy never came in 
contact with a mouse, Rob Parker of 
the fitness center said he began see- 
ing mice in the building after the 
coaches were moved into new 
offices, which had been converted 
from one of the men’s locker rooms. 

But the office that has seen the 
most of the infestation has been 
Student Activities. 

According to NECC coordinator 
of student activities Dina Brown, her 
office has had a number of mouse- 
related sightings over the past few 
weeks. 


The first signs of mice came 
when Cathy Hamilton of Student 
Activities opened her printer to find 
rappers from “Hershey’s Kisses” 
candy. 

After some debate over who 
would be throwing trash in her print- 
er and the discovery of small drop- 
pings, it was decided this was also 
the work of mice. 


LHe Tide UCU UeUUIEL Wino 
mouse came during a meeting 
between Brown and Jody Paciulan of 
S tuidtetit 
Activates. 
Brown 


ed. 

Maintenance stated they have 
contacted an exterminator and has 
supplied the offices with traps, which 
do not kill the animal, but catch it in 
a plastic box. 

However, these traps proved to 
be ineffective in one case when a 
mouse was able to eat the peanut but- 
ter inside, escape the trap and move it 


“We like new challenges and 
face them daily,” Brown joked. 
“Maybe they are 
welcoming us to the 


said at the end 
of the meeting 
she could hear 
an unidentified 


eee ee 


I don’t keep any 
food in here any- 


building.” 

Due to the 
unwanted — guests, 
Brown and Hamilton 
expressed they no 


tapping noise. 
Paciulan then 
noticed the 
mouse scurry- 
ing around the 
room. She 
caught the mouse and showed it to 
people in the building. 

“It was very cute and harmless,” 
said Maria Hom, Nita Lamborghini’s 
assistant. 

Paciulan put the mouse in a tool- 
box and maintenance then let it go in 
the woods. 

Later that day, Brown and 
Hamilton thought they caught anoth- 
er mouse in Hamilton’s printer and 
called maintenance, only to find a 
great deal of more candy wrappers 
and mouse droppings. 

Another mouse dropped by in a 
recent Student Activities staff meet- 
ing and was taken care of my mainte- 
nance. 

Since that time, five more mice 
have been caught in the fitness center 
by Student Activities and NECC’s 
day care center, Little Sprouts. 

All have been caught in a 
humane fashion and have been 
released into the woods, Brown stat- 


more. 


—Sue MacAvoy 


longer keep candy or 
any other kind of 
food in their offices. 
They also commonly 
wipe down the desks 
in case mice have 
been walking on them, and are a lit- 
tle on edge over the thought of mice 
showing up at any time. 

“They do bring 
Hamilton said. 

Hamilton and Brown must also 
deal with the candy wrappers and 
mouse droppings which appear in 
their offices daily. 

While it has not yet been deter- 
mined where the mice are entering, it 
is believed that the constructions on 
the new offices and in other areas of 
the campus have got the mice mov- 
ing. 

Student Activities only moved 
into the fitness center in January after 
leaving the Student Center because 
of upcoming construction. 


disease,” 


David Willis photo 


A look at a mouse nest made of candy wrappers that was locat- 
ed inside of the printer of Kathy Hamilton of student activities. 
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National News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


Under pressure, Bush 
to order investigation 
of intelligence failures 


WASHINGTON (AP) 
President Bush, under mounting 
political pressure, will sign an exec- 
utive order to establish a full-blown 
investigation of U.S. intelligence 
failures in Iraq, a senior White 
House official said Sunday. 

The investigation will look at 
what the United States believed it 
knew before the war against 
Saddam Hussein's regime and what 
has been determined since the inva- 
sion. Former chief weapons inspec- 
tor David Kay has concluded that 
Iraq did not possess weapons of 
mass destruction, a chief rationale 
for the U.S.-led war. 

Lawmakers from both parties 
say America's credibility has been 
undermined by uncertainty over 
flawed intelligence that led the 
United States into war in Iraq. 
Republicans joined Democrats in 
calling for an investigation. 


US-bound flights are 
canceled due to 
al-Qaida concerns 


WASHINGTON (AP) Six 
U.S.-bound flights from England, 
Scotland and France were canceled 
Saturday because of security con- 
cerns. The U.S. government said it 
had fresh indications of al-Qaida's 
continued interest in targeting com- 
mercial planes flying to the United 
States. 

British Airways grounded the 
same flight scheduled Sunday and 
Monday f from London's Heathrow 


Airport outside Washington, as well 
as the return flights. Also canceled 
was a flight from London to Miami 
on Sunday. In addition, Continental 
Airlines said it canceled Flight 17 
for Sunday from Glasgow, 
Scotland, to Los Angeles with an 
intermediate stop in Newark, N.J. 

Air France scrubbed the same 
flight set for Sunday and Monday 
from Charles de Gaulle Airport in 
Paris to Dulles. As a result, the out- 
bound flights were canceled. 


Farm workers union 
endorses Kerry 


KEENE, Calif. (AP) Leaders of 
the United Farm Workers union 
announced Sunday they are endors- 
ing John Kerry's presidential bid. 

The Democratic senator from 
Massachusetts has been a friend of 
the union for decades, said presi- 
dent Arturo Rodriguez. With victo- 
ries last month in 

Iowa and New Hampshire, 
Kerry is also the front runner to take 
on President Bush. 

Rodriguez cited Kerry's soli- 
darity with the UFW-led grape boy- 
cott during the 1970s and his sup- 
port for the rights of strawberry 
workers to organize during the 
1990s. 

“He shares our vision of help- 
ing Latinos and all people achieve 
the decent life America promises 
those who work hard for a living,” 
Rodriguez said. 
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Student trustee 
needed for board 


Student elections on 
Feb. 17 and 18 will 
decide who gets open 
position on trustees 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


With the start of the spring 
semester comes an opening position 
for a student representative on 
NECC’s college boards of trustees. 
Student elections will take place Feb. 
17 and 18 in Haverhill’s Spurk build- 
ing and Lawrence’s Atrium building 
to decide who it will be. 

The college board of trustees is a 
full-voting body at NECC. Nine of 
the members of the board were 
appointed by the governor of Mass. A 
student representative also is includ- 
ed on this board. 

“It’s important having a student 
representative on the board because 
they are the voice of the students at 
NECC. They have the real input as to 
what’s going on on their campus and 
can get the message across to the 
administration and legislature” 
explained NECC coordinator of stu- 
dent activities Dina Brown. 

As a student representative, one 
would attend monthly meetings with 
the college board, discussing campus 
business. Also, a student could keep 
in touch with news and what is hap- 
pening with NECC. They are treated 
equally and their vote counts in each 
decision that is made. 

“I just think it’s a wonderful 
opportunity for students to learn and 
become involved at the college. 
You’ re kind of in the inner circle, you 


as a student can share what you have 
learned with you’re fellow students,” 
commented Nita Lamborghini, of 
NECC’s college life and healthy liv- 
ing. 

Past students who served as rep- 
resentatives for the board were 
described as being hardworking, ded- 
icated individuals who got much 
accomplished. Such a representative 
was Lynn Arsenault, who served last 
semester as a member. 

“Lynn Arsenault was a very 
active member, she was helpful being 
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Its a great opportunity 
to strengthen your pro- 
file and it looks great on 


your resume. 


— Dina Brown 


a student and voicing her opinions. 
She spoke with President Hartleb 
when Sen. Baddour visited Northern 
Essex and stressed the importance of 
having a technology center on cam- 
pus. As you can see, the construction 
for the new center is happening now,” 
Brown added. 

Arsenault even went to the State 
house, lobbying for the legislature to 
not cut community college budgets. 

“It was really helpful, the legisla- 
tors really like hearing from students. 
She worked with representatives 
within our district and got things 
done,” Brown stated. 

NECC would like student appli- 
cants who share similar qualities as 


those who have served in the past. 
“We would really like someone who 
is interested, dedicated and interested 
in their school. Hard-working and 
dedicated individuals have fulfilled 
this position in the past,” Brown 
stressed. 

In order to participate in the elec- 
tion for the new student representa- 
tive, one must get a student nomina- 
tion petition and have it signed by 
fellow students. 

“Its a great opportunity to 
strengthen your portfolio and it looks 
great on you’re resume. Also 
it keeps you as a student up 
to date on campus issues,” 
Brown explained. 

Being on the board of 
trustees also gives you as a 
student a chance to speak 
monthly with NECC 
President David Hartleb and 
voice your opinions. 

“He’s (Hartleb) very 
interested in the student sen- 
ate and it’s very important to 
him,” Lamborghini said. 

“We've had some really 
wonderful board students over the 
years. It does take some time, it’s 
hard, but it’s really an important posi- 
tion,” stated NECC President David 
Hartleb. “These students are looked 
at as the voice of their fellow stu- 
dents. The board is a place for stu- 
dents to voice their decisions. They 
are there to make the best decisions 
and that’s what the student repre- 
sents.” 

“It’s quite a prestigious thing. I 
think it’s a great learning experience. 
We’ ve had 3 years of good students,” 
expressed Lamborghini. 


Goal of college in question 


Continrued from page | 


past, the college offered far more 
sections of literature classes that are 
offered now, and also had literature 
classes that are no longer offered at 
the college at all. 

“If students have classes too 
large and teachers that are too tired, 
the spark that makes this a college 
may not be there,” Barron said. 

She also mentioned that the liber- 
al arts department will not benefit 
much from the construction, which 
will be taking place on campus. 

Barron explained that, originally, 
the new technology center, which 
began construction in Dec. 2003 was 
planned to be a technology/art build- 
ing. But gradually, elements such as 
the performance stage were worked 
out of the plan and the building 
became simply a technology center. 

She also mentioned that the liber- 
al arts department will not benefit 
much from the construction, which 
will be taking place on campus. 

Barron explained that originally, 
the new technology center, which 
began construction in Dec. 2003 was 
planned to be a technology/art build- 
ing. But gradually, elements such as 


the performance stage were worked 
out of the plan and the building 
became simply a technology center. 

She also said while the Student 
Center is being renovated, no work is 
being done to the Spurk Building, 
where most of the teaching occurs. 

Hartleb said that while the work- 
force development program and tech- 
nology programs are growing, the 
number of students enrolling in the 
“degree programs,” so there is an 
evening out effect. 

“We have a very strong liberal 
arts program,” Hartleb said. “I am 
proud of it.” 

David Kelly, NECC’s associate 
dean of instructional support said he 
also does not see a decline in liberal 
arts. 

“I see NECC principally as a 
place of educational opportunities,” 
Kelly said. 

Kelly stated he felt the term “job 
training” implied a stoppage of edu- 
cation, and he said the college is still 
dedicated to helping students towards 
a college degree. 

For examples of the college’s 
dedication, Kelly pointed out that the 
college has such programs as joint 
admissions and duel enrollment and 


PACE, which help students get into a 
4-year college. He explained the col- 
lege has agreements with 4-year 
schools, which guarantee admissions 
to state schools for students who 
have a solid grade-point average. 

He did say that NECC has put an 
emphasis on workforce development, 
but expressed workers need to be 
retrained, and that is not a terrible 
thing to the liberal arts program, 
since those skills are often an impor- 
tant part to job training. 

Santiago said he sees some issues 
in the college’s plan of action. He 
stated that the school needs to make 
clear what their role, or “product” is 
and what it plans to be the best at. 

“This college needs to stop trying 
to be everything to everybody,” 
Santiago said. 

Hartleb said the college has 
received very little information about 
Bush’s grant, which he said would be 
worth close to $120 million, other 
than it will be issued to the state and 
then distributed to the individual col- 
leges. 


World News 


Compiled by the Observer staff 
from AP wire reports 


244 people trampled 
to death during 
Muslim pilgrimage 


MINA, Saudi Arabia (AP) At 
least 244 people were trampled to 
death and hundreds more hurt 
under the crush of worshippers in 
one of the deadliestdisasters during 
the annual Muslim pilgrimage to 
Saudi Arabia. 

The crowd got out of control 
Sunday as people moved along a 
wide ramp leading to the “stoning 
of the devil” ritual —-where pil- 
grims throw stones at three stone 
pillars, symbolizing their contempt 
for the devil. The authorities said 
that with pressure from behind, a 
few pilgrims fell down and set offa 
stampede. 

It was the worst tragedy in 
seven years at the annual Muslim 


pilgrimage. 


Denmark’s leader 
visits Danish troops 
in Iraq 


COPENHAGEN, Denmark 
(AP) Denmark's prime minister 
made an unannounced visit to 
Danish troops in Iraq this weekend, 
his office said Sunday. 

Denmark has 410 troops in the 
region of Qurnah, 250 miles south- 
east of the capital. 

In a trip reminiscent of 
President Bush's surprise 


Thanksgiving Day visit to U.S. sol- . 


diers, Prime Minister Anders Fogh 
Rasmussen left Copenhagen on 
Saturday and arrived in south- 
ern Iraq later in the day. 
The trip included a stop in the 
fanish potice offfoeR Pate training 
Iraqis in law enforcement. 


France to ban 
anti-Semitic Arab 
TV programs 


PARIS (AP) France will take 
action to ban Arab satellite televi- 
sion stations from broadcasting 
anti-Semitic programs on its air- 
waves, Prime Minister Jean-Pierre 
Raffarin said. 

Raffarin told French Jewish 
leaders on Saturday he was revolt- 
ed by the broadcasts and would 
propose legislation to fine those 
who violate the ban. 

“I say to the Jews of France, do 
not be afraid, do not be tempted by 
those who want to separate you 
from the national community,” 
Raffarin told 800 people at the 
annual dinner of CRIF, an umbrel- 
la group of French Jewish organi- 
zations. 

Israel recently asked France to 
block broadcasts by Al-Manar, a 
television station that belongs to 
Hezbollah, an anti-Israeli guerrilla 
group in south Lebanon. 

Israel and the United States 
have formally protested A\l- 
Manar's broadcasting of a series 
based on a 19th century tract the 
Nazis used to incite hatred against 
Jews. 
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Celtics mascot delights NECC crowd 


College welcomes 
dunk master ‘Lucky 
the Leprechaun’ 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


It isn’t often you get to see a lep- 
rechaun doing flips over a basketball 
player in the Northern Essex gym. 

But that was exactly the case dur- 
ing NECC’s Winterfest, as the 
Boston Celtic’s mascot “Lucky the 
Leprechaun,” who is known for his 
acrobatic slam-dunks. Put on a show 
for the NECC audience. 

“The atmosphere was like a big- 
time event at a small college,” said 
Lucky, also known as Damon Blust. 

The organizers of Winterfest 
decided to give their annual event 
some spice this year. So athletic 
director Sue MacAvoy contacted 
Lucky, and he was very happy to 
make the trip to Northern Essex. 

“It was my best appearance this 
year,” said Lucky. “These were peo- 
ple who really wanted to be here and 
see me.” 

At about 12 noon, a large NECC 
audience flocked into the gym to see 
Lucky’s performance. 

He stared the event by introduc- 
ing himself and performing a few 
flips to get the audience going. 

Lucky’s then wowed the audi- 
ence when, with the help of a tram- 
poline, jumped over NECC student 
Brian Firth and threw down his first 
dunk of the day. 


“I was confident he’d miss me,” 
said Firth, who won a pair of Celtics 
tickets for being a part of the stunt. 

Lucky then wowed the crowd 
again as he flipped over NECC for- 
ward Joe Tariff, simultaneously tak- 
ing the ball out of Tardif’s hand, and 
throwing another dunk down. 

“I'd never had anything like that 
done to me before,” said Tardif. “All 
he did was tell me how to hold the 
ball.” 

But NECC student were not nec- 
essary for all of his tricks, as Lucky 
managed to wow the audience with 
multiple flips and acrobatic moves, 
all of which followed by dunks. 

But the biggest moment of the 
entire event did not even involve a 
dunk, but instead a half-court shot. 

Six volunteers were invited by 
Lucky to join him on the court and 
attempt a shot from half-court for the 
prize of two 
Celtics tickets 
worth $70 a piece 
and the chance to 
be involved 
Lucky’s show at 
an upcoming 
Celtics game. 

NECC - stu- 
dent Marcelo 
Guzman said that 
he was confident 
when he stepped 
to the up to the 
center of the court took at shot for the 
tickets. 

“| just really wanted the tickets,” 
said Alvarez. “I was very psyched it 
went through.” 

Alvarez put up a solid shot, and it 
swished through and got him the 
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It is by far the most 
rewarding job I 
could have. 


tickets. 

“I was just like, have some confi- 
dence,” said Marselo Guzman, who 
Alvarez had already promised the 
other ticket to. 

Five other volunteers, including 
the NECC Knight also attempted the 
shot, but sadly they came up short. 

After a few more dunks, Lucky 
said goodbye to the captive audience. 

“I think he put on a really good 
show,” said Lyndi Savastano. “He 
has so many dunks, it’s incredible.” 

Blust is in his first season playing 
Lucky for the Boston Celtics. Before 
that he was the mascot for the 
Harlem Globetrotters and the 
Philadelphia Flyers, an ABL basket- 
ball team. 

His big break came when his 
friend, the Philadelphia 76ers mas- 
cot, tipped him off about the opening 
in Boston, and after winning a 
“dunk-off”’ against 
other hopefuls, he 
got the job. 

He is currently 
the high-flying 
halftime show for 
the C’s. 

“It is by far the 
most rewarding job 
I] could ever have,” 
Lucky said. 

He mentioned 
that he is living any 
fan’s dream, being 
able to pick on referees, meet famous 
players and help less fortunate chil- 
dren. He stated that his favorite play- 
ers that he has met are the Celtic’s 
Paul Pierce and Walter McCarty. 

“It is amazing that players with 
the stardom that they have can stay 


—Lucky 
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Lucky, right, and NECC student Lyndi Savastano have a chat 
before she attempts a half-court shot. 


so grounded,” Lucky said. 

Lucky credits his ability to do his 
tricks on his lengthy background in 
gymnastics, which he said he was 
very competitive as a child and 
young adult. 

“It was awesome to perform at 
Northern Essex,” Lucky said. 


Also available at the yearly 
Winterfest event were the chance to 
have a picture taken and placed on a 
mouse pad and airbrushed tattoos. 

Also available were come tasty 
treats and a D.J. what was playing the 
latest in hip-hop. 


Songwriter shows off musical talent 


“My songs have been described by a 
recording engineer as sounding like 


Josh Spero, a local 
musician hoping to 
hit the big time very 
soon 


By BILL DONOVAN 
News Editor 


NECC student and aspiring 
musician Josh Spero remembers 
being interested in playing guitar at 
an early age. 

“T used to play on my brother’s 
keyboard as a youngster. One day as 
a teenager | just picked up my dad’s 
electric guitar and started fooling 
around,” Spero recalls. 

This action led Spero, a graduate 
of Timberlane high school to pursue 
the dream of being a recording artist. 
He has written many songs and plans 
to make an album by the end of 
February. 

He has been influenced by his 
family, his girlfriend and everyday 
life itself. Spero seeks to send copies 
to as many record labels as he can to 
get their attentions. 

“The album will be done within a 
month. Right now I’m_ playing 
around with titles for it. I’m trying to 
take every opportunity I can,” Spero 
explains. 

While at Timberlane, Spero per- 
formed in numerous student coffee- 
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Spero with his favorite Gibson acoustic guitar. 


houses and did shows with his old 
band at the “Sad Café” in Plaistow, 
N.H. He remembers being encour- 
aged by fellow students to play for 
them. 

“The high school thing was to 
see people play and request some 
songs. I used to show up to watch 
and they’d tell me to borrow a guitar 
from someone and play,” Spero adds. 

What led Spero of Atkinson, 
N.H. to Northern Essex was it’s 
locality and convenience. 

“I realized I couldn’t really do 


what I wanted to playing in a dorm. 
Plus, | wanted to be able to work,” 
Spero explains. 

An eclectic listener of music, 
Spero listens to many bands, such as 
“The Beatles,” “The Smashing 
Pumpkins” and Eric Clapton. Like 
these bands, Spero describes his 
music as being rock one can connect 
to, sympathize with and enjoy. 

“I wear my emotions on my 
sleeve. I write songs which describe 
my feelings, and I know others share 
the same feelings. It kind of helps 


rock opera.” 


-Josh Spero 


people cope with their problems. I’m 
making the music as much for them 
as formyself,” Spero adds. 

Upon starting the recording, 
Spero realized he wanted to play 
alone. 

“It’s tough to find all of the 
pieces to a band and even more tough 
to make it sound the way it’s meant 
to. So I decided to play solo. You get 
the best results when you do it your- 
self,” Spero states. 

Spero likes to “experiment with 
all music and all it’s angles.” He feels 
he is skilled in finger-picking and 
able to visualize songs in his mind 
and put them together. 

“J just have an ability to hear a 
song in my head, making it as com- 
plex as possible, tying in as many 
intricate sounds as | can, fitting it 
together to make a great sound,” 
Spero explains. 

He is forced to think this way 
because he has taken upon the task of 
playing all the parts of his songs. 

“As I’m doing one thing like the 
guitar tracks, | can hear the finished 
product. I can add in three or four 
instruments, it’s almost like being a 


composer,” Spero says. 

Spero feels investing in equip- 
ment is one of the best ways to put 
together songs. 

“Music is no cheap business to 
get into. | have seven guitars, micro- 
phones, keyboards, amplifiers, even 
harmonicas. But thousands of dollars 
later when I go to make a song, one 
of these combinations is going to fit 
my plan for how a song is going to 
sound,” Spero adds. 

While recording, Spero’s music 
has been praised by others. 

“My songs have been described 
by a recording engineer as sounding 
like rock operas,” Spero says. 

At the moment, Spero has 
recorded a rocking single, “If Only 
This Time.” 

To hear samples of his music, 
you can visit his website at 
http://www. geocities.com/joshspero- 
music. 

Currently a journalism major at 
NECC, Spero will be graduating this 
May. 
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Fundraiser invites popular speaker 


Loretta LaRoche 
makes her second 
appearance at NECC 


By LAUREN E. CARROLL 
Features Editor 


A familiar face will be back in 
town Apr. 30, 2004 to entertain and 
perform for the fourth Annual 
NECC Foundation Fundraising 
Performance. Loretta LaRoche will 
appear for the second time in the 
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Loretta LaRoche is coming to NECC April 


to perform for the Annual NECC 


Foundation Fundraising Performance. 


NECC Sports and Fitness Center to 
help raise money to benefit students 
by funding student scholarships, 
student programs and_ student 
endowments. 

LaRoche performed in 1999 on 
campus to a sold out crowd of 1,200 
people. The event brought in 
roughly $40,000. 

“We are hoping for more people 
to come than last time,” said Jean 
Poth, the vice president of institu- 
tional development at NECC. “The 
gym’s capacity is 1,400 and we 
hope to fill all the seats.” 

LaRoche will be performing 
“Life is Not a Stress 
Rehearsal.” LaRoche is 
a humorist and plans to 
keep the crowd laughing 
with her inspirational wit 
and her own twist on 
comedy. LaRoche has 
been entertaining for 
more than 30 years and 
her popularity has grown 
with each year. 

“Her audience tends 
to follow her to every 
event she is at,” said 
Poth. 

LaRoche is a suc- 
speaker also 
known for being a con- 
sultant, a best selling 
author and an educator. 
She performs every- 
where, giving inspira- 


cessful 
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“She’s a pleasure to have and she is very 
interested in helping out in any way in 


the community.” 


-Jean Poth 


tional and motivational speeches 
while using her own sense of humor 
to let her audiences release their 
stresses and to laugh out loud. She 
has appeared on six award-winning 
PBS specials and was a guest expert 
on CNN, ABC, CBS, and NBC. 

She currently resides on Cape 
Cod and she likes to help the com- 
munity any time she can. 

“She’s a pleasure to have and 
she is very interested in helping out 
in anyway in the community,” said 
Poth. 

LaRoche loves to help anyone. 
She didn’t hesitate to perform at 
NECC because “the event is strictly 
for the benefit of all the students,” 


said Christina Slack, the director of 


events and donor research. 


LaRoche recently visited 
Merrimack College in North 
Andover where she received the 


same response to her show, sold 


out. People are already calling to 
reserve their tickets months in 


advance to avoid taking the risk of 


waiting to long and have the tickets 
sell out. 

“We are sure that this event will 
attract people outside the area as 
well,” said Poth. 

In the past the annual fundraiser 
featured,Boston Pops Conductor, 
Keith Lockhart and a doo-wop band 
and dancers. 

The NECC Foundation is seek- 
ing private and corporate sponsors 
for this event so that more money 
can be used for student purposes. 
Sponsors will receive special recog- 
nition, complimentary tickets to the 
show, and an invitation to a VIP 
reception with LaRoche. 

Tickets for the program range 
from $50 for reserved, front row 
seating, $30 for general admission, 
and $15 for students, senior citi- 


www.kepplerassociates.com 


LaRoche plans to entertain the 
crowd with her skit “Life is Not 
a Stress Rehearsal.” 


zens, and groups. For more infor- 
mation and to order tickets contact 
Jean Poth at 978-556-3624 or 
Christina Slack at 978-556-3789, 
For the event hotline call 978-556- 
3870. 

“Tickets for this show will 
make a perfect gift for anyone,” 
said Slack. 


NECC accommodates deaf students 


Continued from Page | 


many accommodations NECC has 
to offer her. 

“ | think [students] should learn 
sign language to communicate with 
deaf people,” said Adorno. She 
thinks it’s important to have full 
communication access on campus, 
including students who are not deaf. 
She would one day like to work in a 
day-care and with kids, do some 
traveling, and continue her educa- 
tion at Gallaudet 
Washington, D.C. 

Gallaudet University is the first 
deaf college in the US. Established 
in 1980 at NECC, the Gallaudet 
University Regional Center, GURC 


University in 


provides guidance for deaf and hard 
of hearing students to move on to 
Gallaudet University. There are five 
regional centers in the US which all 
have the same mission. 
The GURC at NECC has a ser- 
area that attends to Conn., 
N.H., Va., N.Y., R.I. and 
Maine to make up the Northeast sec- 
tion of the country. GURC is also 
used for a resource area for those in 
the interpreter program, where they 
offer instructional and informational 
tapes. GURC provides and pro- 
motes quality educational opportu- 
nities for deaf and hard of hearing 
children, young adults, adults and 
professionals who serve them. 
GURC is now in the process of 
establishing a program aimed at 
helping parents with deaf or hard of 
hearing children and teaching them 
to read. The program is the Shared 
Learning Program, which will be 
held at the Lawrence campus once a 
month. 


vice 
Mass., 
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Lauren Carroll photo 


Sherrie Carroll, of the Gallaudet University Regional Center, and Gricelia Adorno, an NECC student- 
take a break from their conversation to pose for a picture. 


Attending these meetings will 
be Spanish and English interpreters 
and Mike Wallace, a deaf instructor 
who will be teaching the parents the 
principles for reading to their chil- 
dren. 

For math teachers who have 
deaf or hard of hearing students in 
their classes, GURC is offering an 


extension course to help those 
teachers become more acquainted 
with the deaf culture. This class 
introduces the teachers to activities 
which will help their deaf or hard of 
hearing students with troubles they 
may be experiencing in the subject. 
It promotes the improvement in stu- 
dents in this area of study and to 


help them pass the entrance exam to 
Gallaudet University. 

Interpreters play a huge role ina 
deaf person’s life. On campus there 
are four interpreters who will 
accompany a deaf student to any 
event on campus. 

“If a deaf student wants to 
attend an event, an interpreter will 


always go,” said Costello, Costello 
expressed it is very important for an 
interpreter to form a good relation- 
ship with the student. 

“It makes the semester go more 
smoothly when there is a good rela- 
tionship, which makes for good 
communication, and it helps to form 
trust,” said Costello. 

For people who want to get 
involved in the deaf community, 
NECC offers classes to introduce 
the deaf community to the hearing 
community. Deaf studies is a class 
for those wanting to achieve their 
sign language interpreter certificate. 
This course enables its students to 
develop an understanding for the 
profession of interpreting deaf peo- 
ple to those who hear and vice versa 
his course is geared towards those 
interested in a career of exploration 
within the deaf community. 

The deaf community is a huge 
part of NECC and it is important 
how the recognizes the 
importance of their involvement in 
the accommodations made for the 
deaf and hard of hearing students. 
NECC does much to help the deaf 
community and plays a huge role in 
making them successful in their 
education and helping them to move 
on to Gallaudet University. Sign 
language is a beautiful language and 
should not be one overlooked by the 
majority of the student body. 
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Northern Essex 
Theatre Majors Help 
orm new improv 
comedy group 


By LisA CopPpoLa 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


| am sitting in a cozy plush seat of 
a Lincoln Town car smoking a ciga- 
rette, having a beer and waiting for 
my chicken finger appetizer to arrive. 
It’s about nine-o clock and | am antic- 
ipating the debut of the comedy- 
improv group, “Far from Canada.” 

The date is Jan 23rd, a Friday and 
I’m enjoying the commodious atmost- 
sphere at the restaurant/comedy show- 
place called the Broad StreetGrill in 
Merrimac. 

The feature debut of “Far From 
Canada” includes the comedy of Cory 
Cocchiaro and Andrew Pomerleau of 
Methuen, who are also theatre majors 
here at NECC and are known for their 
amusing talent to adapt to theatrical 
situations. 

Other members, Lamont Rodger, 
and Andrew Rodger of Haverhill, 
Matt Shirley of Salisbury, Kevin 
Laferriere and Lorraine Cassista of 
Dracut and Ryan Tumblety of 
Londonderry, N.H. are all talented 
comedians starting out in the area. 

The show opened with stand up 
comic Jack Lynch, who made cracks 
about everything from breast implants 
to the “BeeGees.” 

The crowd was created mostly of 
family members and friends on the 
opening night, although this was no 
“innocent humor.” He was entertain- 
ing finally convincing the audience to 
take it easy and accept his wisecracks 
as what they were, comedy. 

After Lynch, one of “Far From 
Canada’s” members, Matt Shirley, 
introduced himself as the host and 
explained the game of improvisation- 


Meet Tim 


By Lisa CopPoLa 
Arts & Entertainment Editor 


You may have heard of the solo 
artist Tim Cannon around the 
Haverhill area. | had never talked to 
him or seen him play, but because I 
had heard countless times how 
amazing he was, | decided to catch 
up with him at one of his open mike 
sessions at the Chit Chat Lounge on 
River Street in Haverhill. 

Multi-talented would be a key 
way to describe Cannon. His music 
is not too hard, not too soft, but 
funky rock and roll with lots of 
heart. Cannon is different to say the 
least. His style first reminded me of 
Creed, if you take it a few notches 
onto a more delicate level. 

Some of his melodies seemed 
very ballad-like and as he sang them 
he seemed very in tune with the gui- 
tar. Needless to say, | was intrigued 
by his sensitive style and intellectual 
lyrics. Cannon started out playing 
the drums at the age of 11 in his 
hometown of Plaistow, N.H. 

He says, “I caught on right away 
and started playing the guitar at the 


comedy. 

Audience mem- 
bers were asked to 
shout out specific 
places, people and 
problems,.ete dur- 
ing the show and the 
actors/comedians 
would play off their 
ideas and make us 
laugh. The audience 
really loosened up 
at this point as they started to get more 
involved. 

Shirley explained they couldn't 
talk on the microphone during these 
skits and that the transition in between 
mikes may be a little funny at first. 

The idea of so much engagement 
with the audience was exciting, so 
people didn’t even notice the micro- 
phone issue after a few minutes. 

The games started out with “party 


Cannon, a 
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A musician’s natural 
intinct is to create. 


—Tim Cannon 


age of fourteen.” 

He says he has never taken voice 
lessons, which surprised me in how 
he smoothly handles his tones, His 
first gig was at River City Billiards 
in Haverhill back when he was in a 
vintage-funky threepiece band 
called the “Hyperbolics.” 

Nine months after the group 
broke up due to creative differences, 
Cannon started up his solo career 
when a bartender form “River City 
Billiards” offered him his first solo- 
acoustic gig there. Word started 
spreading about the remarkable 
artist and soon he was playing at 
other bars around the area such as 
Justin’s in Andover and Le Beq 
Rouge in Hampton Beach, N.H. 


quirks,” (you may have seen this on 
the show “Whose Line is it 
Anyway?”) Each member of the 
group, who is attending a “party,” has 
to have some unusual and funny quirk 
about them, and the host of the party 
has to guess what it is. 

People were shouting out, “kid- 
ney stones, gas, the pope chasing a 
pig.” It was hilarious. 

Other games went along as 
smoothly as you could expect from an 


= ; 
Z . is 
= + 


Far from Canada comedy improv group performs at Broad Street Grill. 
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People were shouting out, “kidney 
stones, gas, the pope chasing a pig.” 
It was hilarious. 


opening night 
improv group. Here 
and there you may 
feel a little bit of 
uncomfortable 
from the 
audience when 
something just was- 
n’t funny, but you 
have to figure that 
out before you go to 
see a show like this 


silence 


one. 

After the show, I had the chance 
to talk with some ofcomics including 
Andy Pomerleau, a theatre major at 
NECC, whom you may have seen in 
the play “As You Like It,” {he played 
the part of Silveous}. 

When | asked him if it was nerve- 
wracking more to perform in front of 
family and friends or in front of 
strangers he said, “ All of my family 
and friends were here tonight and 


strangers. | am not sure which one | 
am more uncomfortable performing 
in front of, but once you get going it 
doesn’t matter”. 

I asked him what he liked about 
improv comedy and he said, “It’s an 
even mesh of acting and comedy.” 

Group member Corey 
Cocchiaro was also involved with the 
play last fall, playing the part of 
Touchstone the clown. 

The group only met in the middle 
of December when Matt Shirley a 
stand up comic got asked to put 
together an improv group by Dave 
Rattigan. 

Rattigan teaches a stand up come- 
dy class at NECC, he also is a former 
reporter for the Merrimac Valley 
Sunday and he happens to book shows 
for this particular room at the “Broad 
Street Grille.” 

“He knew I was involved with 
improv and asked me to put together a 
group”, Shirley said. 

The way the show works is the 
night starts at nine o clock and ends 
around 11. The charge to get in was 
ten dollars. As for the rest of the week, 
on Thursdays there will be a stand-up 
open mike with a variety of comedi- 
ans as hosts. 

On Saturdays, there are such stand 
up comedians performing such as D. 
J. Hazard, Tom Hayes, John David, 
The Rev. Tim McIntire, Kevin Knox, 
Paul Nardizzi and Mike Donovan. 

Local comedians who also frequent 
these stand up sessions include Brian 
Longwell, Tony Moschetto, Chris 
Jones, Pat Napoli, Missy McNeal, Ellen 
Moschetto and Amy Tee. 

This comedy showplace, located 
right on Broad Street in Merrimac 
MA., really could become a diamond 
in the rough. 

Watching “Far From Canada was 
a stimulating way to spend a Friday 
night. Not only is your brain put to 
work thinking of the best ideas, but 
you also of course have all these 
comics there simply to do what they 
do best, making you laugh. 


multi-talented local artist 


Cannon is confident as any tal- 
ented artist should be when playing 
on stage, yet he is not too over- 
whelming and in turn he gives off an 
aura of respect to his audience. 

“I get my 
through my own imagination and 
personal experiences,” Cannon says 
as he shows me his overloaded note- 
book full of his writing. 

When | asked him if he occa- 
sionally got frustrated with writing 
he says, “ A musician’s natural 
instinct is to create. 1 know that 
sooner or later I will get some inspi- 
ration.” 

These days, Cannon plays at 
Justin’s in Andover on Fridays and 
Le Beq Rouge on Monday nights. 

You can catch him at the Chit 
Chat Lounge on Wednesdays for an 
open mike session along with other 
local artists. 

“Right now my goal is to record 
as many songs as possible,” he says, 
“and try to get them out there and let 
people hear what I do.” 


ideas for lyrics 


Dustin Gray Photo 
Cannon sings his heart out to friends and fans at the Chit Chat lounge. 
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Deadline for nomination petitions is noon, Friday, February 13, 2004 


Student Board of Trustees 
Position Now Available 


NECC is now looking for the 2003 - 2004 Getinvolved: 


Student Representative to the college 2 2 
Board of Trustees. This position would be eWork with the College s 
Board of Trustees! 


Do you need stamps? 

What about a bus pass? 

Is there a place on campus to store my books? 
Where can | get a college ID card? 

What opportunities are available at the college? 


The answer to all these questions and more are found at 
the NECC Student Activities and 
Orientation Department. 


You'll find balloons, bus passes, stamps, discount movie 
tickets and more, all at low prices, you may even get a 
free meal, just for stopping by! 


effective until June 30, 2004. 
’ , : eHave input on 
The time commitment requires the - 
student to: important College 
= Attend monthly meetings issues and decisions! 
= Read through materials priortomeet- — ee Lgoks good on resume! 


ings. 
=> Participe in other meetings and Strengthen your 
retreats, as needed portfolio! 


— eLearn how College 


Student Activities & 
Orientation 


Interested Students must be in good governance really 
academic standing, have at least a 2.25 GPA I 

: , been works! 

and have registered for a minimum of 12 

credits. eKeep abreast of key 


changes at the College! 
Haverhill Campus, Sport & Fitness Center D-117 


Lawrence Campus, Dimitry Building 


L133 Tel: 978 556 3731 


UPS & YOU. 


WORKING TOGETHER AS ONE TEAM. 
Individuals with leadership potential can look forward 
to a rewarding career at UPS. Call us today and explore 
the benefits of working at the UPS Chelmsford Facility 
as a Part-Time Package Handler. 
(Must be able to lift parcels weighing up to 70 Ibs.) 


VARIOUS SHIFTS AVAILABLE 


GREAT STARTING WEEKLY PAY * MEDICAL & DENTAL |The UPS #* 
401(K) * HOLIDAYS OFF + PAID VACATIONS EARN & |GET UPTO 923/000 


LEARN 
UPS BONUS PROGRAM * AND MUCH MORE!!! |5,ogram Se ee prep 


To Set Up An Appointment With Your Northern Essex Community College 
On-Campus Recruiter, Call Our Phone Mail: 
David (Haverhill Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext. 4021 
Rosa (Haverhill Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext. 4038 
Enrique (Lawrence Campus): 978-441-3691 Ext. 4066 
Or Call: 978-441-3400 


An Equal Opportunity Employer 


* art cop ttred reker erty of Lanne Prom Serveot of Berenice bc Ad ogee scree 


Open Monday — Friday 9am — 4pm, 
evenings by appointment 


For more information, please stop by the 
Student Activities & Orientation Department. 


Haverhill Campus — Sport & Fitness Center, D117 


Lawrence Campus — Dimitry Building Room 133 
Student Activities & Orientation oy Ff; 


: e J 
Tel: 978 556 3731 ” 


Or check us at on the web at: if 
http://www.necc.mass.edu/student/student_activities.shtml ae 
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By Eric DIONNE 
Contributing Reporter 


C-60, this local Boston band has 
captured many people in the past four 
years and has come a long way since 
their forming in the summer of 2000. 

Although “C-60” lost both their 
label as well as management due to 
bad economy, they have succeeded 
and have put out their follow-up CD 
entitled “From Zero to 60,” which 
was produced once again by award 
winning Matthew Ellard. 

C-60 has been tearing up the 
local Boston scene since their debut 
album in 2000. 

They are former winners of 
WBCN’s music contest “Rock ‘N’ 
Roll Rumble” and also have taken 
home five Boston Music Awards, 
such as best live band and outstand- 
ing male vocalist. 

“Keith Smith’s scream would 
raise Foo Fighter Dave Grohl’s eye- 
brows,” said The Boston Globe’s 
Tom Kielty. “Smiths vocal range is a 
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C-60’s second CD, “From Zero to 60,” is on shelves now. 


marvel, effortlessly moving from 
crooning to crying out.” 

C-60 made television appear- 
ances on the WB teen drama 
“Dawson’s Creek” and ESPN’s 
extreme sports competition the X- 
Games. 

“Always a bellwether for who’ ll 
be the next big thing out of Boston,” 
said MTV News. “The Boston Music 
Awards heaped blessings on indie 
outfit “C-60. This group has played 
300 plus shows which range from 


‘KISS,’ ‘Limp Bizkit,’ ‘Linkin Park,” 
to ‘MXPX’ and ‘Run-DMC.’” “C- 
60’s” debut self-titled album sold 
over 6,800 copies in just New 
England alone. 

They released “From Zero to 60” 
on Aug. 5, 2003, and on Aug. 31 they 
climbed their way up to number 21 
on the Newbury Comic’s top 100 
indie CD’s, which was topping the 
charts over huge acts like Zakk 
Wylde’s “Blessed Hellride” and 
Dropkick Murphys “Blackout.” 


‘C-60’ finally getting Boston’s attention 


Keith Smith has the total package when 
it comes to the lead man. 


Although it has been about four 
years since the first time I saw “C- 
60” at the Whittemore Center for 
WHEB and WGIR’s first annual 
“Buzz Ball” with “Fuel” and 
“Disturbed,” they still seem to 
impress me with their talent, espe- 
cially with their live shows. 

For anyone who has never seen 
these guys live, you should check 
them out. 

Keith Smith has the total package 
when it comes to a lead man. He has 
great stage presence and sings every 
word with emotion 

The new album has shown a def- 


inite development, even though they 
brought in two new members in the 
band since the beginning. 

The newest members are Frank 
Turner and former drummer of “Sam 
Black Church,” J.R. Roach, who 
both play guitar. 

Some fans may also remember 
the band as “Cobalt 60,” which was 
their original name. So check out 
their new album “From Zero to 60” 
and watch your rear view mirrors, 
because there will be some reckless 
speeding going on! 


Music is in the air here at Northern Essex 


NECC’c music club 
is open to hear new 
ideas for fundraising 
and events 


By HANNAH F. CREED 
Contributing Reporter 


Tickle the ivories, pluck the 
strings of your guitar, or sing tra-la- 
la, - everyone else does at the music 
club. Lovers of music and musicians 


of NECC, the music club is the place aa 


The air that floats through and 
around NECC is filled with the sound 


of music, music which is created by 
its students and staff. Jamming in 
“Jitters Cafe” and at the spring con- 
cert, the music club is there support- 
ing and playing in all of NECC’s 
music groups. 

The Music Club sponsors and 
runs all the musical events here at 
NECC, and its members are usually 
the ones selling all the delicious 
treats during intermission. 

Every Wednesday at noon the 
Music Club meets to enjoy a quiet 
lunch and discussion with its mem- 
bers in Lecture Hall A of the Spurk 
Building. 

Normally, the advisers don’t 


Nd The Meetings, hist oro ahurayo— 


adviser Michael Finegold helped run 
this week’s meeting due to the presi- 
dent’s absence and orientation meet- 
ing for new members. 

Vice President Courtney Hobbs 
welcomed all the new and returning 
members yesterday and began the 
business of fundraising and club 
activities. 

This semester the club is plan- 
ning on having a fundraising concert 
in the NECC cafeteria during the 
spring. They are also planning on a 
few trips to Boston to see different 
groups and musical shows such as 
“Blue Man Group,” “Stomp” and the 
“Boston Pops.” 

There are no set dates for these 


close at hand whenever a member of activities yel, ‘but “planc. are _in 


the club needs a helping hand. 
NECC Music professor and club 


progress to get activities under way. 
Hobbs said she would really like 


to see all the groups at NECC rep- 
resented at each of the meetings of 
the Music Club because the club 
helps fund all the music groups. 

“It would be helpful to hear 
what each of the groups need for the 
coming semester. If we don’t know 
what they need, we can’t help them 
efficiently,” said Finegold. 

All are welcome to come to the 
Music Club. There are no biases in 
music style and taste. Every view is 
valid and they would love to listen. 

Bands that attend NECC are 
encouraged to make themselves 
known to the adviser or the club pres- 
ident and vice president Pat Kerigan 
and Courtney Hobbs. 

All members are encouraged to 
go out and support-student groups 
and help promote them when possi- 


wows 


Bands that attend 
NEC are encouraged 
to make themselves 
known to the club. 


ble. 

Music lovers, come and join the 
chorus. 

Sing a few bars, or hum, play an 
instrument or just listen. Music is for 
everyone! t 


Derek’s Corner: ‘The Butterfly Effect ... plus more 


By DEREK BEDARD 
Columnist 


So OSCAR nominations are in, 
and J don’t think anyone is upset that 
“Gigli” did not get any nominations, 
but I did hear they got plenty of 
“Razzie” nominations. 

It is time for another installment 
of “Derek’s Corner”. 

This time around we review 
Asthon Kutcher in his new movie, 
“The Butterfly Effect.” 

The premise of this film is com- 
plex, but Hollywood manages to 
dumb it down just enough for the 
common person to figure it out. 

Kutcher plays Evan Treborn, a 
person who has the ability to change 
the past, and as a result, alter the 
future. But every time he changes 
the past, the future has dire out- 
comes. 

For example, a change he makes 
causes his childhood friend Kayleigh 
to become a heroin-addicted prosti- 
tute. He also ends changes the past 
and ends up a quadriplegic among 
other things, not to reveal too much. 

I don’t have a real problem with 


the meat of the film, but I do have a 
problem with the first 30 minutes or 
so. It may have only been 15, but it 
took forever. 

Eric Stoltz was golden as a child 
smacking, kiddie-porn addicted 
father to Kayleigh and her brother 
Tommy. 

However, what shined for me 
personally is former “Mallrats” star 
Ethan “it’s a sailboat” Suplee in a 
supporting role as Thumper, the 
overweight- sometimes roommate (1 
am not spoiling it) of Evan while he 
is in college. 

Now, I don’t have a problem 
with the movie itself (although I 
think I wasted $7.00 or however 
much it was), I do think there were 
serious plot holes, but in all honesty, 
it was not THAT bad. The Butterfly 


Effect receives ** 1/2 out of a possi- 
ble acd staal 


Now, TV shows on DVD are an 
increasing hot buy in the DVD mar- 
ket. 

So to make sure you purchase 
the right TV shows, here is a small 
buyers guide. 


is the FOX TV show “24,” starring 
Kiefer Sutherland as anti-terrorist 
agent Jack Bauer. 

I’m sure you all know the 
premise of the show, which takes 
place in real-time over a 24-hour 
day. It’s the one TV show on DVD 
you really need to own if you need to 
buy just one. 

Now if you are in the market to 
buy lots and lots of TV on DVD, 
then buy some animation. But not 
just any type of animation, try 
“Futurama” on for size. 

This cartoon, created by Matt 
Groening, (creator of “The 
Simpsons” & “Life in Hell”) made 
this cartoon based on his view of the 
future, but it never really took off. 
But it has now grown a huge follow- 
ing based on the Internet and under- 
ground fans. 

Until next time, I say buy “Lost 
in Translation” and keep supporting 
the MPAA by wasting your money at 
the box office. 


Ashton Kutcher, realizing there will be no “Butterfly Effect” sequel. 


VV 
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The Quigmans By Buddy Hickerson 


"Coach sent me in to relieve you, Quigman. 
It's the bottom of the ninth and you're 
talkin’ about vour divorce.” 


Hey, GIRL... HAVEN T 
I seen you some 
PLACe BEFORE? @ 


. THAT'S 
WHY I DON'T 
GO THERe 
ANYMORE. 


“Don't laugh ... 
world's champion on the grossly uneven, 
far-from-paraliel bars.” 


That's Shorty Long ... 


| MY DAD SAYS \ | 


ONLY AN IDIOT PANTHERS 

IS GOODER THAN 
OTHER ONE! 

COULD WIN THE 


SUPER BOWL. 
yd 
(Un 


WIN 
BIG BOWL! 


HE WASHT ANY HELP 
“CAUSE «THE MiMUTE 
SHOWED HIM MY PAPER 


MY DAD SAYS 
SADDAM HUESEIN IS 
“SPILLING HIS GUTS” 

TO THE C.I.A. 
WHAT DOES THAT 
MEAN, CAPTAIN 
RIBMAN? 


PANTHERS 
TEAM |! WANT 


by Sprengelmeyer & Davis 


©2004 
SUPERCOMICS 
-COM 


TTS NOT 


| DON'T 
HAVE A CLUE, 
BUT EVERYONE'S 
SURE HE'S 
HIDING THEM 


Crossword 


achOSS 
1 Sign ot brain 
5 Computer proier 
tran 
10 High pol 
14 Crown at ight 
1h Suspeci's stery 
19 Gowen 
1? bMiitary tonne 
18 Abencauor 
niga an purl 


Gacihe phy 
Bread spread 
25 Swat Stared 
Wanton 
Roblertades 
24 Rave Goubls 


abous 

34 Premiston. Sonn 
tools 

34 Hist 

3h Jnanre at All 


the ung s Mer 
56 Prediug xd 
37? Avlan te 
Aninony 
34 Diuies 
39 Inseperalie 
0 Fagiih of a pec. 


41 Squander f Transyrassoes 


42 Cormequerty 5 Kateing aaan 
44 Drocped a Kix 
45 ‘Java lrumesinr $10 On tne 
11 Currerny 
PO ON 
1999 
5G hedt Gounl 12 Aida ar tong 
54 Bering 13 Daity Peart 
55 Su-tene US (epee 


Doe weiner 


58 Negcrtical mark 
SO Parasia, moav 
Spouse 


G3 Viper cedeclor 


DOWN 
1 Hernng’s suis 
2 bee comcerr 
3 Pour-bex 
NO 
4 Marhet proiesis 
4 Merted 


6 Disney Craracter 


71 Srew nuys 
23 Main mesursg 


25 Sequence al hee 


LA's in faint 


24 Sepeeters coun 


2? Reeves ol The 
Matis” 

28 Cihew1ge to +t 

7 Adding woo 

XO That = Lat 

31 Sarnarie 

32 Merawaven so 
v2 Speak 

 WMirekit 
dasqner Mary 

37 Feursamres 

34 Entered 

40 Wain 


41 Vane turer 

43 Actress Nerih 

44 Cold seasar 

46 Verse 

47 Outch cheese 

48 TV's wamor 
princess 


49 '5 unable 
LO Yih peng 

sumr 
5S) intrejuent 
£2 Hstork. panos. 
h@ Fender mishap 
56 By way of 
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A golden night of fashion in 2004 


By DusTIN GRAY 
Style Editor 


Well, there was another red carpet 
extravaganza in Hollywood. That’s 
right kids, the 2004 Golden Globe 
awards. 

So on Jan. 25, the only thing more 
highly anticipated than the awards 
themselves was of course what all the 
superstars would be wearing. This 
year’s show definitely had its ups and 
downs. 


From $5000 suits to outfits that 
looked like they had been purchased at 
a yard sale, the red carpet was full to 
the brim with all the year’s biggest and 
brightest celebrities. 

Take Jennifer Aniston for instance. 
Performing as a presenter, she lit up the 
stage with her low cut 
cleavage-exposing nightgown. Yet 
somehow she pulled it off with tasteful 
appeal 

Then we have Uma Thurman, she 
went for the simple look, (as usual) 


exceedingly 


www.people.com 


Charlize Theron, (winner of best actress in a drama) looked stun- 
ning in a cream-yellow dress by Christian Dior . 


Sport G Fitness 


C enter OL 


_Changes-have occurred in the NECC Sport & 
Fitness Center on the Haverhill campus. 


There are several new offices and a new 


department located in the building. 


Please join us Wednesd ay, 


en House 


with a beautiful lavender dress. And to 
think, pastels usually receive harsh crit- 
icism at these events. 
a special talent for effortlessly making 
anything look good. 


Uma does have 


Let’s not forget the guys now, 
“Pirates of the Caribbean” star Johnny 


Depp went all out this year. Depp 
came wearing a retro pinstriped suit 
with purple trim and topped it off with 
an over-sized fedora hat 

Even the senior citizens of 
Hollywood flashed their fashion at the 
globes this time around. Bill Murray 
came dressed in a very simple black 
and white suit with a 50’s style skinny 
tie. Michael Douglas showed up with 
something of the same nature when he 
arrived with his beautiful wife, 
Catherine Zeta Jones. 

Remember fellas, if you're ever 
not sure what to wear, go simple. 
Black and white never fails. 

As with any red carpet event, there 
were also many fashion disasters. Just 
look at Dianne Keaton. She may have 
won the golden globe for best actress in 
a comedy this year, but she didn’t win 
any awards for what she wore that 
night. 

She came in a_nehru-collared 
duster coat with a tulle gown and 
pointy toed sequin boots. Geez 
Dianne, something definitely has got to 
give. 

I guess after dressing like a hobbit 
for the past few years has tainted Elijah 
Wood’s sense of style. This pint-size 
Hollywood youngster made a life-size 
mistake by wearing a forest green vel- 
vet suit with a black top with a yellow 
tie. Please Elijah, “Frodon’t” do that 
again. 

So, for the most part, things went 
well this year at the globes. Now all 
we have to do is wait for the Oscars so 
we can harshly criticize the same 
celebrities all over again. 


NORTHERN ESSEX 
COMMUNITY COLLEGE 


www.people.com 


It looks like Dianne Keaton is ready to attend a wedding for the 
cast of “The Matrix.” 


RESEARCH PAPER 
CONTEST—WIN $100 


SPONSQRED 8B 


toa 


toa 
Haverhill Camp 


for 


February 18th from 11am—lIpm. . 


- Complimentary refreshments provided — 


- Tours of the facility 


This ewent:is sfanscisa bythe NECE College Life SHeolfy Living Unit, Division.of Enrollment ctgenes = 


Sfudent Services. To request o sign deaguage interpreter, please contact 9787556-3B97-¥/ TTY. 


Bentley Ubrary (Haverhill) 


978-556-3400 


gstuart@necc mass.edu 


Lawrence Campus Library 


978-738-7422 


btsoutsouras@ner 


Lawrence Campus Student 


us Student 


CONTEST RULES 
You must be a currently enrolled NECC student. 
You must have an NECC library card. 


You must submit a research paper assigned in class during the 
Spring 2004 semester. 


You must have attended a library instruction session with your 


class. 
Co.Mass,.ed 


For guidelines and an entry form, see your NECC librarian. 
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East Coast vs. West Coast fashion 


By DusTIN Gray 
Style Editor 


Style is dif- 
ferent every 
where you go. 
Whether = your 
looking at top- 
end European 
trends or the 
more casual 
apparel that comes from the states, 
there will always be a minor conflict 
of taste. This is a good thing. 

Much of the time though, we 
tend to neglect the rivalry between 
the two coasts of our own country 
when it comes to fashion. And 
believe me, there is a difference. 

We'll start by covering the East 
coast where style definitely has a for- 
mal edge which separates greatly 
from the more casual styles of the 
west. 


Also, here in the east the cold 
weather definitely comes into play. 
Thick sweaters, scarves and pea 
coats are brilliant not only to beat the 
frigid conditions, but also to match 
almost any outfit. 

As far as popular brand names go 
on the east coast, there are quite a 
few to choose from. You're going to 
see a lot of “Ambercrombie and 
Fitch” clothes for the trendy look, as 
well as “Ralph Lauren” and “Tommy 
Hilfiger.” 

When you actually get into the 
bigger cities, such as New York and 
Boston, people tend to wear more of 
the top designer fashions like “Yves 
Saint Laurent” and accessorize with 
brands like “Coach an Louis Viton.” 

Basically, you have a much wider 
range of what. to wear on the east 
coast because you'll be wearing a lot 
more clothes. 

Things are quite the opposite on 
the westside however, mainly due to 


the fact that people there believe less 
is more when it comes to clothing. 
That’s the beauty of it, beach-wear is 
pretty much accepted everywhere. 

Boardshorts and t-shirts always 
work as the uniform of the day, (for 
both men and women). Also light 
jeans and casual tops. Major brand 
name people enjoy anywhere from 
southern California to Seattle stay 
pretty consistent. 

Skateboard and surfing compa- 
nies dominate the clothing scene 
pretty much everywhere west of 
Arizona. Companies like “Hurley,” 
“Volcom” and “Vans” make every- 
thing from casual shoes to pants and 
button up shirts. 

There are even brands like 
“Quicksilver” that cater to both men 
and women by offering a branch-off 
line of clothing called “Roxy,” made 
especially for the girls. 

So when thinking about these 
two completely different styles from 


Www.pacsun.com 


two completely different places. | 
often wonder why there is separate 
categories at all. 

Is it the weather, the people or is 
it just simply meant to be that way? 
At any rate, I don’t believe one is bet- 
ter than the other, it’s just up to the 
individual and where he or she lives. 


Surfing and skateboarding 
brands like Billabong, (below 
left) are very popular on the 
weast coast. While Nine 
West,(below) is huge in the 
east. 


KRT 


Aries (March 21-April 20). 
Outdated bills or forgotten paper- 
work may require added attention 
before midweek. Watch for author- 
ity figures to demand fast decisions 
and exact amounts. For some Aries 
natives, romantic relationships 
may also be affected. If so, expect 
loved ones to request bold promis- 
es and reliable family arrange- 
ments. Friday through Sunday, 
social relations may be unusually 
complex. Divided loyalties, group 
approval and public criticism are 
key factors. Expect sudden rever- 
sals. 


Taurus (April 21-May 20). 
Monday through Wednesday, 
watch for a brief wave of home 
confusion or competing interests 
between family members to fade. 
Rare business discussions or finan- 
cial advice may also arrive. If so, 
expect private politics or unusual 
social triangles to be at issue. 
Loved ones expect quick results, 
serious intentions and a bold public 
effort; don't disappoint. Thursday 
through Sunday highlight sensuali- 
ty and renewed intimacy between 
lovers. Stay focused. Passions will 
be high. 


Gemini (May 21-June 21). 
Although new flirtation is appeal- 
ing, it may be wise to avoid unnec- 
essary social complications over 
the next four days. Before 


Thursday, friends or lovers will 
react strongly to changed plans or 
disrupted routines. Remain diplo- 
matic and wait for permanent solu- 
tions. After Friday, familiar com- 
forts and serious home discussions 
are pleasing. Enjoy quiet moments 


with loved ones. Romantic 
progress may be unavoidable. 
Expect key relationships to 
expand. 


Cancer (June 22-July 22). 
Before Thursday, expect postponed 
work projects or delayed employ- 
ment contracts to reappear. Areas 
strongly affected are group train- 
ing, social leadership and team 
management. For many 
Cancerians, a valuable opportunity 
to gain credentials will soon be 
made available. Remain attentive 
to minor workplace disputes and 
detailed records. Friday through 
Sunday watch for older relatives to 
avoid family gatherings. Be 
patient. Personal differences will 
be resolved. 


Leo (July 23-Aug. 22). Short- 
term projects and workplace infor- 
mation are extremely unreliable. 
Before next week, watch for unex- 
pected reversals or suddenly can- 
celed assignments. Plan for brief 
delays. At present, colleagues may 
need extra time to secure approvals 
or apply for permissions. Thursday 
through Sunday also accent rare 
romantic disagreements or family 


triangles. Loved ones may ask for 
emotional distance or extra private 
time. Remain calm. Minor disputes 
will be resolved. 


Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22). Over 
the next three days, new social 
invitations prove rewarding. Pay 
close attention to rare emotions 
between friends, sudden romantic 
attractions or unique group events. 
Enjoy shared activities. This is a 
positive time for revised routines, 
fresh promises and strong public 
involvement. After Friday, some 
Virgos may also encounter an ethi- 
cal or social triangle. If so, expect 
loved ones to challenge new rela- 
tionships. Go slow; your response 
to controversy is important. 


Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 23). 
Business routines or career goals 
may experience meaningful 
change. Over the next 11 days, 
carefully consider all contracts and 
fresh proposals. Partnerships, if 
firmly defined, will work to your 
advantage. Stay focused and expect 
ongoing promotions. Tuesday 
through Friday, also highlight 
minor social or family disputes. 
Remain attentive. Key issues may 
involve a lack of enthusiasm for 
group planning. After Saturday, 
avoid excess physical activity. 
Energy may be low. 

Scorpio (Oct. 24-Nov. 22). 
Romantic impressions may need to 
be explained or repeated. Before 


Thursday, loved ones may chal- 
lenge your ideas or probe for deep- 
er feelings. No serious or long- 
term effects are highlighted, so not 
to worry. Do, however, expect 
unusual delays in new relation- 
ships. Some Scorpios may also 
experience an unwanted flirtation 
or new attraction. If so, remain dis- 
tant and quietly diplomatic. Before 
next week, social misunderstand- 
ings will not be easily addressed. 


Sagittarius (Noy. 23-Dec. 21). 
Charisma and romantic appeal are 
strong this week. Watch for unique 
invitations from potential lovers. 
Some Sagittarians will begin a 
brief but exciting love affair. If so, 
expect rare social triangles to 
demand attention. All is well, how- 
ever. Go slow and wait for others 
to clarify their feelings. After mid- 
week, business relationships may 
also be affected. Expect fast pro- 
posals and new __ instructions. 
Before March, key officials may 
wish to test their own creativity; 
don't confront. 


Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 20). 
Past family conflicts‘can be easily 
resolved. Over the next few days, 
watch for loved ones to address 
home disagreements, social rever- 
sals or yesterday's broken promis- 
es. Let friends and lovers negotiate 
their own differences. Diplomacy 
and private discussion will prove 
worthwhile. Thursday through 


Sunday, financial mistakes from 
approximately eight months ago 
may reappear. Ask probing ques- 
tions. Added information or ethical 
concerns may be revealed. 


Aquarius (Jan. 21-Feb. 19). 
Social or romantic setbacks will 
fade over the next four days. 
Before Thursday, expect loved 
ones to opt for calm agreements, 
group consensus and extended dis- 
cussions. Use this time to establish 
common ground between friends 
and lovers. Your emotional guid- 
ance will be quickly accepted. 
After midweek, watch also for a 
complex financial proposal from a 
close friend or relative. Remain 
cautious until early March. Added 
documents and extra research may 
be needed. 


Pisces (Feb. 20-March 20). 
Listen carefully to co-workers and 
partners this week. Business 
growth, proposed mergers and 
financial expansion might be 
unavoidable. Many Pisceans will 
take greater control over their 
career aspirations. Workplace con- 
fidence and social independence 
are on the rise; don't hold back. 
After Friday, an old friend or past 
lover may demand attention. Stay 
focused on present obligations. 
Over the next 1] days, loved ones 
will not challenge others for your 


loyalty. 
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The Patriots are Super once again 


Dream come true for fans 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


The kick goes up and it just 
seems like a dream. I see the football 
fly through the uprights and the play- 
ers begin the celebrate and I need to 
pinch myself. 

It seemed too much like 2001 to 
be true. 

Was it possible that they had 
done it again, was it possible that 
Adam Vinatieri had won his second 
Super Bow] with a last second field 
goal? 

He then kicks off, Rod “He Hate 
Me” Smart returns it and he is tack- 
led. 

The game was over, the New 
England Patriots had won their sec- 
ond Super Bowl in three years, 
defeating the Carolina Panthers 32- 
29, and | had to hold back tears 
because | was so happy. 

My brother is celebrating right 
along side me. We are jumping up 
and down at what still seemed like a 
dream. It will seemed like I could 
wake up at any time to the sound of 
my Patriots alarm clock and have to 
only hope the game worked out as 
well as I had dreamed it. 

But it wasn’t a dream, it had real- 
ly happened. The Patriots were 
champions. 

I wasn’t old enough to really see 
the Cetlics of the 1980’s and I wasn’t 
nearly born when the the C’s went on 
their run in the 60’s so I had never 
seen anything like it. 

Make no mistake about it, this 
now makes the Patriots a dynasty. 
The days of a team returning to the 


Super Bowl year after year is over. 
The salary cap is just to restrictive. 

Me, my brother and thousands of 
other Patriots fans had just seen our 
team become one of the greatest 
teams in NFL history. Fifteen wins in 
a season was the second longest win- 
ning streak in NFL history. Two titles 
in three years, it speaks for itself. 

From the start it was clear that it 
was going to be a close game. 

For the first time in Super Bowl 
history no team scored in the first 
quarter of the game. This was far 
from a surprise because the Patriots 
and Panthers were two of the best 
defenses in the league, and anyone 
who really looked at the game knew 
that it would be a struggle. 

But about half way through the 
second quarter the game made a 
huge shift from a defensive struggle 
to an offensive shoot-out. 

New England got on the board 
first when MVP quarterback Tom 
Brady hooked up with his favorite 
target Deion Branch on a five yard 
touchdown pass. 

But the Panthers responded 
about two minutes later when Jake 
Delhomme tossed a 39-yard touch- 
down pass to Steve Smith. 

Back came the Patriots when 
Brady his receiver David Givens on 
a five-yard touchdown pass to give 
them a 14-7 lead. 

But a rare coaching blunder 
allowed the Panthers to get good 
field position and John Kasay hit a 
50-yard field goal to make a score 
14-10 Patriots at the half. 

To say that I was a little nervous 
at the time would have been an 
understatement. But after putting on 


NFL.com photo 


Patriots head coach Bill Belichick hoists his second Lombardi 
Trophy as a head coach and fourth overall. 


my new lucky sweatshirt, I was 
ready for the second half. 

And back and fourth it went. 
Neither defense could get any 
rhythm and both offenses were hit- 
ting a stride. 

With the Patriots leading 29-22, 
things started getting weird. Ricky 
Proehl caught a pass’ from 
Delhomme to tie the game at 29-29. 
The reason that is strange is because 
Mr. Proehl was the same guy that 
caught the pass that tied the Super 
Bowl against the Rams in 2001. 

Ok, but I still thought the Pats 
should play it simple and go to over- 
time. 

Then the Patriots got great field 
position thanks to one of the most 
uncommon things in the NFL, a 
kickoff that went offsides. 

But the Patriots drove down the 
field and set up for the kick to win it. 
I was afraid to leave my seat at the 
table as Vinatieri set up for the field 
goal. 

He hit it and I went nits. The last 
time I was that happy, Vinatieri had 
also just hit a field goal. 

Brady was the MVP, and he did a 
great job. But some credit must be 
given to second year wide receivers 
Branch, 10 catches for 143 yards, 
and Givens, five catches for 69 
yards. Both came out of nowhere to 
make a mark this season.d. 


Then there is my favorite part of 


the football team, the offensive line. 
Led by third-year tackle Matt Light 
and rookie Dan Koppen, they did not 
give up a sack and let Houston native 
running back Antowine Smith rush 
for 83 yards and a touchdown. 
While the defense was shaky, 


hy 
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Adam Vinatieri, left, and Ken Walters celebrate what would be 


the game winning field goal. 


they only allowed 92 rushing yards 
and held All-Pro Stephen Davis to 49 
yards. 

Fifteen straight wins and a Super 
Bowl championship. 

What can be better? Well, when 


is the last time a football team and 
baseball team from the same state 
won the championship in the same 
year? You hear me Red Sox. 


It was Deja Vu all over again 


By JASON JOAQUIN 
Sports Editor 


Wow. Defense wins champi- 
onships? Now it should read 
“Defense will bring you there, 
then.whatever.” What a game and 
season it was. The Patriots finish at 
17-2 winning 15 straight and build- 
ing a dynasty along the way. It was 
an absolutely unbelievable Super 
Bowl.for those who are neither 
Patriots nor Panthers fans. For the 
rest of us, it was shear agony at 
times. It was an offensive shootout 
that came down to one man. And in 
the end, “Mr. Clutch” comes 
through when it counts and sent us 
all home happy. 

Adam Vinatieri had almost mir- 
rored the 2001 Playoffs. And I say 
almost because he missed a few. 
But Adam, you are forgiven. A big 
kick in harsh conditions in the 
Divisional game verse Oakland in 
‘01 and Tennessee this year. He 
then topped both off with Super 
Bowl winning field goals. He 
ended a very un-Vinatieri like year 


with a very Vinatieri like year. 
After watching this game | and 
everyone else should be convinced 
that Tom Brady is on his way to 
being the next Joe Montana. Brady 
is now 40-12 all time as a starter. 
Wow. That’s including 6-0 in the 
playoffs. Wow. This is his second 
Super Bowl MVP award in as many 
tries. I'll say it again. Wow. He no 
doubt deserved it, minus one minor 
miscue. But Tom, you’re forgiven 
for that as well. Brady completed 
32 of 48 for 354 yards and 3 touch- 
downs which is enough to win the 
MVP alone. But most valuable? 
It’s his coolness under pressure, 
when everything is on the line. He 
showed us it two years ago. 
Sunday, he showed us again. 
There were others who deserve 
some recognition. What am I say- 
ing, how about a lot of recognition. 
First would be Mike Vrabel. 
Vrabel recorded 4 solo tackles and 
2 sacks and a forced fumble. Want 
more-an offensive touchdown. He 
was my pick. But as I said Brady is 
“the man” under pressure. By the 
way, he was the fans pick as player 


of the game on the “Fifth Quarter.” 

What about Deion Branch? 10 
receptions for 143 yards and a 
touchdown. But let’s not forget, 
the Quarterback has to be doing 
something right for a receiver to get 
those type of numbers. Branch was 
able to get open numerous times for 
big plays when they were needed. 

Troy Brown and David Givens 
should be mentioned too. How 
‘bout Antowain Smith. Not a bad 
effort coming in with 83 yards on 
26 carries with a touchdown. No, 
they didn’t have amazing numbers, 
but some of the plays they made 
were clutch. There’s that word 
again-CLUTCH. And of course, 
Mr. Clutch himself. 

The bottom line: This team 
comes through in the clutch. 

I tip my (Super Bowl champs) 
cap to the Carolina Panthers. They 
are for real. They put up one heck 
of a fight, but in the end it was too 
little to late. And it goes to show, 
on any given Sunday. 

Play of the game: “The Kick 
Heard ‘Round the World 2.” 
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By JASON JOAQUIN 
Sports Editor 


Mush as they had predicted, the 
NECC men’s basketball team is 
starting to pick up steam down the 
stretch. 

Sitting at fifth place with a 
record of 8-11, as of Jan. 28, the team 
is poised to pick up one final spot in 
the standings to make the regional 
tournament. 

The team believes the 
record is a bit missleading. 

Nine of the eleven losses have 
been only by a combined 21 points 
due to breakdowns late in games. 

“A lot of it is not bringing the 
extra effort,” said Head Coach 
Darren Stratton. “We’re not coming 
to play every night.” 

Stratton explained that the team 
will have good first halves but come 
out sluggish in the second he said. 

Four of the team’s last six games 
of the season are divisional games, 
and Stratton believes they must take 
all four to get in the tournament. 

The teams the Knights will be 
facing will be UConn-Avery Point 
and Springfield. Both teams handed 
the Knights losses in the first semes- 
ter by a combined four points. 


8-11 


Student 
Senate 
Needs 

You! 


5 Reasons to get 
involved: 


eFree giveaways! 
eMeet the college 
administration! 
eLooks good on 
resume! 

eTrip to Cape Cod! 


eMeet other students! 


tesa) 


NECC will also 
against Gateway and Bunker Hill, 
two teams they have already beaten 
this season. 

“| hope we can win four of six,” 
he said. “If not, it will be the first 
time in my five year tenure that we 
don’t make it. These are big games 
and our backs are against the wall.” 

Sophomore forwards Sucre 
Medina and Greg Duncan know the 
task at hand. Both agree with 
Stratton that the team needs to put 
forth a greater effort on the court. 

“We bring it a little late,” said 
Medina. “We need to concentrate 
more in practice and in games. They 
are must wins.” 

Medina also added that if the 
team didn’t at least reach the same 
level as last year-lost in the first 
round-the season would not be com- 
plete. 

“We need to leave everything on 
the court these next four games.” 


square off 


said Duncan. “We have to come off 


the court dead with not even enough 
energy to walk to our car after the 
game.” 

Stratton knows the team is capa- 
ble of doing what it needs to, since 
they recently had a three-game win 
streak. 


“We have a good opportunity if 


Are you interested in getting involved on 


campus? 


Are you interested in learning more about 
parliamentary procedure? 


The NECC Student 


Senate is now looking 
for 15 interested stu- 
dents to get involved. 
The time commitment 


is minimal, and the 


requirements include: 

—=Attending weekly meetings 
=>Holding regular office hours 

= Participating in other meetings, as 


needed 


Interested Students must have at least a 2.25 
GPA and have registered for a minimum of 6 


credits. 


For more information, please stop by the 
Student Activities & Orientation Department for 


more information. 


Student Activities & Orientation 
Haverhill, Sport & Fitness Center D117 


Tel: 978 556 3731 Lawrence, Dimitry Building L133 


Student Senate 
Positions Now 


we come to play,” he said. “The 
team is capable of ripping off four, 
five or six Wins at a time.” 

The team concept is certainly at 
work here. 

“There are no real standouts,” 


said Stratton. “A few players have 


improved greatly since the start of 


the season.” 

He noted centers Matt Reilly 
and Domenic Feroleto along- with 
forward Francisco Espinosa as the 
team’s most improved. 

[he team’s leading 
Sercon Fenerci, is averaging 14.6 
points per game. Fenerci is also sec- 
ond in Region 21 in rebounds aver- 
aging 13.7 a game. 

Overall, team confidence is at a 
high and they all know what’s at 
stake. 

“If we bring it like we have been, 
nobody’s going to stop us,” said 
Duncan. “We know what we have to 
do.” 

While the NECC men have put 
themselves in position for a final 
surge, the women have fell on harder 
times. 

Currently fifth in the division at 
3-7, they hope to finish the season on 
a high note. 


scorer, 


David Willis photo 


Members of the NECC Men’s basketball team pose with the 


Celtic’s Lucky the Leprechaun. 


NASCAR preview 


By JASON JOAQUIN 
Sports Editor 


Football season is over, so that 
means its February. And February 
brings NASCAR’s annual “Speed 
Weeks” at Daytona International 
Speedway and the start of a new 
season. 

A lot has changed since 
Homestead last November. 
Sponsors, fuel and rules are just a 
few things that have changed in the 
few months since the last check- 
ered flag flew. 

Winston, who has been the 
series sponsor since 1971 is no 
longer the circuit’s top sponsor. 
NEXTEL has been brought on 
board for the 2004 season. 
NASCAR hopes that NEXTEL 
will be able to expose the sport to 
more markets that may have hesi- 
tated due to their ties with a ciga- 
rette company. 

The race for the NEXTEL Cup, 
the champion, will also be done 
differently. 

Traditionally, there has been a 
season long points race. Starting 
this season, there will be a ten-race 
“playoff.” The top ten drivers, 
along with anyone out of the top 
ten within 300 points of the leader, 
will be included in the “Chase for 
the Championship,” which will be 
the final 10 races of the season. 

Each driver will be given a cer- 
tain number of points that will 
decrease by five for each place in 
the standings. Drivers not included 
will keep their points earned and 
race for 11th place. In addition, the 
winner of each race will be award- 
ed five more points than in previ- 
ous years. 

This new system will put more 


of an emphasis on winning, a sub- 


ject NASCAR has taken some crit- 


icism over. 

Last season, Winston Cup 
Champion Matt Kenseth won only 
one race. His consistency each 
weekend was what enabled him to 
be champion. Ryan Newman, the 
series leader with eight wins, came 
in sixth for the season due to incon- 
sistent finishes. 

Most drivers will argue that 
being consistent is what makes a 
champion, not winning one week 
and failing to finish the race anoth- 
er. 

Along with these changes, 
there is also a new official fuel. 76, 
the top fuel of the Winston Cup, 
Busch Series and Craftsman Truck 
Series for over 40 years, has been 
replaced. Sunoco will now be the 
official fuel supplier. 

The season kicks off this week- 
end with Daytona 500 poll qualify- 
ing and the Bud Shootout, an exhi- 
bition race among last year’s poll 
winners. 

On Feb. 15th, it starts for real 
with the Daytona 500. Defending 
race champion Michael Waltrip 
will be looking for is third 500 win 
in the last four years. It will also 
be the beginning of Matt Kenseth 
championship defense. Jimmie 
Johnson fell just short last year, 
trailing Kenseth by only 90 points. 

If the new rules were imple- 
mented last season, Johnson would 
have been Winston Cup Champion. 
Dale Earnhardt Jr., Jeff Gordon and 
Kevin Harvick finished’ off the top 
five last year and will be looking to 
fare a bit better in some areas they 
couldn’t last season. 
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What was the turning point in 
the Super Bowl? 


By Davip WILLIS 
Editor 


To look for one turning point 
in this Super Bowl is really next 
to impossible. 

With so many different 
momentum shifts and big plays 
by both teams, finding one point 
that made the difference in the 
game is really hard. 

But as a football coach, I am 
going to point to one of the small 
moments that really made the 
difference in the game. 

It was the final drive of the 
game that was tied 29-29. 

Troy Brown just made a 
catch to put the Patriots in field 
goal range, but NO. Brown was 
called for a push-off and the play 
was called back. 

So the pats were for longer in 
field position, and with under 30 
seconds left they needed a big 
play to get into position to win in 
regulation. 

The snap want to quarter- 
back Tom Brady, and thanks to 
big blocks by rookie center Dan 
Koppen, from Boston College, 
and veteran guard Joe Andruzzi 
Brady had time to look for an 
opened man. 

That man turned out to be 
second year wide receiver Deion 
Branch, who had emerged as 
New England’s number one 
receiver this season while Troy 
Brown was injured. 

Brady fired to Branch, who 
made a great jumping catch and 
got down on the ground so they 
could call a timeout and get the 
field goal team on the field. 

Without this play, the team 
never gets into position to win 
the game with the kick. 

This consisted of great 
blocking, a solid throw and a 
great catch. 


By JASON JOAQUIN 
Sports Editor 


Picking one particular “turning 
point” in this game is tough. There 
are a few that stick out. Mike 
Vrabel forcing the fumble that led to 
the Pats’ first score comes to mind. 

The Panthers going for two twice, 
and missing, the missed field goals, 
the interception in the end zone are 
some others. Even that little squib 
kick before halftime could be 
blamed for taking momentum away 
from the New England. 

Since this game was the 
shootout it was, turning points were 
saved for the end. John Kasay, 
Carolina kicker, committed the car- 
dinal sin of kickers. He kicked the 
ball out of bounds on the kick off 
following Carolina’s tying touch- 
down. This put the Patriots at the 
40 yard line with over a minute and 
three time outs left. 

Then it was déja vu. Two 13- 
yard completions to Troy Brown 
and a 17 yarder to Deion Branch set 
the scene. With nine seconds left 
and just into Vinatieri’s range, the 
ball was spotted at the Carolina 23. 

Now, if we take away the penalty, 
the Patriots average starting field 
position was about the 25-yard line. 
If it held true, the ball is at the 38 
and the kick goes from being a 41 
yarder to 56 yard long shot 
(Vinatieri’s career long is 55 yards). 
Then who knows what happens. 

But it is a 41-yard attempt 
and...IT’S GOOD! 

Few things could of been done 
differently in the game. NO SQUB 
KICK! And why not let more time 
tick off at the end? But I’m not 
going to complain. I'll leave that to 
the writers in the Carolinas. 

Congratulations and thank you 
to the 2003 World Champion New 
England Patriots, arguably the 
greatest team of all time. 


Boston Sports 
Trivia 
Question: Who was the 
last Red Sox player to 

win an MVP award? 


Last Week’s answer: 
Tony Pena won the AL 
for the Red Sox | in 1990. 


ag Antes 


Boston, a two-sport town? 


Why fans aren t 
watching the Celtics 
and Bruins anymore 


time, 


People say it all the 
“Boston is the world’s greatest sports 


town,” But lately, when people say it, 
all they are really talking about it 
baseball and football. 

Has anyone else noticed that the 
normal Boston sports fan has forgot- 
ten about he Bruins and the Celtics? 

There was a time that Boston 
was a basketball town. I remember 
being a little kid near the end of the 
1980’s Celtics run and having my 
father tell me stories of the great 
Larry Bird and Kevin McHale. 

The B’s were also once the main 
attraction. In the days of Bobby Orr, 
Jerry Cheevers and Terry O'Reilly, 
commonly known as the “Big Bad 
Bruins,” the B’s were Boston, Even 
as recently as the 1990s with Ray 
Bourque and Cam Neely, people 
loved the Bruins. 

At that time, the old Boston 
Garden was packed every night with 
true fans. But now when you go to 
the Fleet Center, most fans are either 
drunks or there because they have 
money. 

It’s sad that a once proud four- 
sport town has been reduced to a two 
sports. 

Anyone who reads a Boston 
newspaper, including the Observer, 
or watch a Boston sports show 
knows that not even the sportswriters 
care about the Celtics or Bruins any- 
more. 

There is once very clear reason 


for why this has occurred, it is 
because the Sox and the Patriots have 
done something the other two have 
not, they have been dedicated to win- 
ning. 

The Red Sox and rock star gener- 
al manager Theo Epstein always 
have winning as a first priority. After 
losing in the seventh game of the 
American League Championship 
Series, the Sox went out and got a 
better manager, Terry Franconia, and 
two of the best pitchers in baseball, 
Curt Schilling and Keith Foulke, 


losing one of the best coaches in the 
NBA make a team better? 

O’Brien made a bad Celtics team 
a contender, and won with very little 
talent. 

But the evil Mr. Ainge has cho- 
sen to tear his team apart and create 
his own kind of contender. One with- 
out people he doesn’t like, such as 
Walker and O'Brian. 

1 wish O’Brian good luck in all 
that he does. He is a solid coach and 
a nice guy. 

Then there is the sad state of the 


among other Bruins. 
moves. Ke While 
Tomb €: their drop 
Patriots and ° in there 
owner Bob | 2LOw can losing one of the Sees ianite 
Kraft. are best coached in the NBA goes along 
also as with the 
aggressive Make a team better? dpe. in 
as the NFL’s popularity 
salary cap for the 
allows them NHL as a 


to be, they keep their good players, 
so they stay good. 

But the Celtic and Bruins have 
chosen to rebuild in a town that will 
not allow that. 

Incompetent Celtics president of 
basketball operations Danny Ainge 
has done little more than make a 
team that made it past the second 
round of the playoffs the last two 
seasons into a bottom-of-the-bucket 
team. 

Ainge’s plan is the old “addition 
by subtraction” plan in which a team 
plays poorly to build a team for the 
future. But when a very competitive 
team has only two remaining players 
from the previous year, then some- 
thing is wrong. 

But the move he made that was 
inexcusable was forcing head coach 
Jim O’Brien out of town. How can 


whole, the B’s persistence for letting 
their players go once they as for big 
money has alienated many fans. It’s 
not just sometimes they always let 
big-time players go. 

(Look at this; I’m only going to 
write a few lines on the Bruins, a per- 
fect example of my point.) 

Boston is not a place for rebuild- 
ing. Teams must win to stay popular. 
That may seem impossible, but what 
is the last time the Red Sox were 
rebuilding? 

So until the teams decide to 
make an effort to compete, it seems 
that Boston will remain a two-sport 
town without a true passion for bas- 
ketball and hockey. 

But hey, at least the Patriots and 
Red Sox are good. 


NECC baseball’s back 


Knights set to hit 


Florida for a little 
spring training 


By STACY CARIGNAN 
Contributing Reporter 


While 
N e Ww 
England 
experiences 


the snowy 
' cold weath- 


er, the 
NECC base- 
ball team will be practicing in the 
hot humid temperatures of Cocoa 
Beach, Fla. 

Spring training has already 
begun for the team and they have 
much to look forward to in the 
upcoming weeks. 

In early March, the team will 
head down south to start their sea- 
son off. They will have the chance 
to play teams from all around the 
United State, but will primaraly 
play teams from New York and 
Florida. 

The trip comes to about $750 
for each player. This includes 
roundtrip airfare, hotel, and food 


accommodations for the entire 
week. 

The players will also have the 
chance to lay on the beach and 
enjoy the hot weather when 
they’re not training, which seems 
to be what they’re looking for- 
ward to the most. 

“We're really looking forward 
to the hot weather and getting 
away from the snow for a while,” 
said Bryan Murphy and Ryan 
Doherty, two of the team’s pitch- 
ers. 

The guys are really excited to 
start playing again. Practicing 
inside just isn’t the same as being 
on the field. 

Billy Sinopoli; a catcher for 
the team, is looking forward to 
“playing against competitive 
teams and being able to play when 


we know it’s freezing back home. 
It'll be fun to get away for a week 
and be with the team.” 

This Florida trip is just the 
beginning of their spring season. 

Practices started on Saturday 
and are six days a week for three 
hours each. This will prepare the 
team for the season, which offi- 
cially begins in late March. 

Although the weather is unfit 
for any baseball right now, the 
team is eager to get back on the 
field as soon as possible. 

“We're just excited to- play 
baseball, whether in Florida or at 
home,” said Tom Lorette and 


Jimmy Wilson. 


The team looks forward to 


their upcoming season and hopes 
everyone will be there to support 
them. 


+4 


We're really looking forward to the 
hot weather and getting away for a 


while. 
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‘Hope Street’ and NECC students 
give joy to Lawrence youth 


By ERICA SIGARAN 
Contributing Reporter 


here is more to Lawrence than 
gangs, drugs and negativity. 
There’s hope, and what better 
place to find hope than at Hope Street. 

Hope Street is not an actual 
street, but a youth center located at 
60 Island Street in Lawrence. 

It is said to be a place where 
hopes, dreams and inspirations are 
found. It is the kind of place where 
teachers, leaders and even scholars 
can be born. 

Proudly emphasizing the impor- 
tance of self-expression, Hope Street 
carries a full-variety of artistic pro- 
grams. 

With programs like poetry, 
break-dancing, rap, drama, music 
production and visual arts, it can 
open a complete different avenue for 
our inner city kids. 

Anthony Reyes, 22, shares his 
thoughts on how important it is for 
kids age 13 and up to have Hope 
Street in their lives. 

“I never had this when I was 
growing up,” said Anthony Reyes. 
Everything was all athletics stuff, 
what happens to the creative peo- 
ple?” 

Reyes is an active volunteer at 
Hope Street and is currently in his 
second semester as a psychology 
major at Northern Essex Community 
College. He was born in Brooklyn, 
N.Y., and came to Lawrence at the 
age of 9. 

“If there’s something happening 


in Lawrence, I should be a part of 


it.”stated Reyes. 

Reyes is the break-dancing 
instructor at Hope Street and has 
presently wrote and organized a play 
called “Evol,” which is 
spelled backwards. 

Reyes was inspired by rap artist 
“Nas,” who performs the song 
“Rewind,” strives to write a play 
everyone: can relate to. “Evol” 
depicts the drugs and the corrupt 
environment that engulfs us right 
here in Lawrence. It also portrays 
how love can almost become “Evol.” 

Hope Street performers are 
scheduled to perform on Feb. 27 at 
Emerson College. Reyes 
explained his collaboration with 
Lawrence Mayor Michael Sullivan 
on a project called “The Movement.” 

The production is an opportunity 
for the young adults of Lawrence to 


“love” 


also 


receive recognition for their talents 
and win up to $1,000 in cash prizes 
The best prize, however, would be 
the rising of local children’s self- 
esteem. 

“The 
auditions on 


Movement” will conduct 
Feb. 11 at 


Auditions may be scheduled by cal 


7:00 p.m 
| 

ing Hope Street Youth Center at 978 
683-9393 

The first initial audition will be 
judged by a variety of panelists, such 
as Mayor Sullivan and Misael 
Martinez, the founder of Hope Street 


Youth Center. The selected candi- 
dates will perform amongst the com- 
munity and the public will decide the 
winners. 

“The Movement will be a combi- 
nation of American Idol and Apollo,” 
explained Martinez, who also attend- 
ed Northern Essex. 

He founded Hope Street in 1998, 
but it wasn’t until the year 2000 that 
Hope Street became a non-profit 
organization. 

“There is a need for non-profit 
organizations. There is a big discon- 
nection with our children between 
ages 13 to 21. We need to provide a 
safe haven for our kids,” Martinez 
strongly expressed. 

A father of three, Martinez 
admits he has gotten so much back 
from Hope Street. He grew up in a 
one-parent home and was raised in 
the inner city with no support system. 
Through Hope Street, he has been 
able to put into practice his entrepre- 
neurial skills and discover a sense of 
accomplishments. He has passed on 
a sense of empowerment to others 
and watched them in their develop- 
ment of their growth. 

“To be able to express that there 
is hope and are able to make it with 
their talents,” Martinez declares is 
the mission that he is striving for. 
18-year-old 
Lisette Gorra feels: empowered and 


That is exactly how 
with a great deal of hope. 
Gorra, better known as Lizzy G., 
attended Hope Street in the year 
2001. She carries an infinite amount 
poet, rapper, dancer, 
break-dancer, singer, actor and vol- 


of talents: 


unteer, just to name a few. Lisette, 
who is in her first semester at 
Northern Essex is a breath of fresh 
air. With her authentic personality, 
she confessed five years from now 
she sees herself on the big screen. 
She is actively in two dance groups 
called “Urban 
“Night Crawlers.” 
You can catch a glimpse of Gorra 


Explozion” and 


performing on public access televi- 
sion, where she and her group 
“Urban Explozion” performed at the 
Lawrence High School. 

“That was my favorite perfor- 
mance,” she said 

Gorra admits she likes to per- 
form, and being a part of Hope Street 
enables her to do so. At this time, 
Gorra is in the middle of signing a 
record deal with Esntion Records. 
Although this is a great opportunity, 
she will never forget what Hope 
Street has done for her 

“| grew up in foster care, switch- 
ing homes, I was a boxer, I did ballet, 
everything in my life was always 


switching, but not Hope Street. That 


was always the same,” says a heart 
felt Gorra 
She could not describe Hope 
Street in one word, however she 
nented Hope Street al 
vouth center. People come ere to 


and if they leave, there’s always 


Hope 
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Hope Street artists use a brick wall as their canvas and spray cans as their paint brushes. But it is 
not vandalism, just some self expression. 


et 
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Local Lawrence kids choose to express themselves 
with some dancing in the studio. 


Pool is just one of the entertaining games 
that can be played at Hope Street. 


